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Let us hold fast the profession of our faith without wavering. Heb. x. 29, 
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[For the Repertory-] 


THE FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT. 
‘But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, 
peace, long suffering, gentleness, 
goodness, faith, meekness, tempe- 
rance.”—GaLaTIANS V. 22, 


Were we to say that all men, by 
nature, are destitute of the affec- 
tions intended by these terms, we 





should be within the limit of truth. 
Men without piety may possess 
the fragments oi these affections, 
marred and misdirected by the 
shock which they received at the 
fall; but the Holy Spirit must rec- 
tify the disorder of these natural 
principles, and point them to dif- 
ferent objects, before they can be 
acceptable to God, or merit the 
full meaning of these words of the 
Apostle. “Love” must ascend a- 
bove temporal things; “joy’ must 
strike its root into realities which 
are out of sight; “peace”? must 
come by the mediation of Christ; 
and “long-suffering, gentleness, 
goodness, faith, meekness, and 
temperance,” must grow from new 
motives in the heart. 








Let it be noted, that these affec-. 
tions are called “the fruit of the 
Von. VITI.......No. 12.71 





Spirit,” and not our own work; 
and we may learn from it, the ne- 
cessity of some operation by the 
Spirit upon the heart, to produce 
them. This operation is. called 
regeneration, or the new birth; 
and its pre-existence is either ex- 
pressed or implied, by the whole 
Scriptures, as indispensable to 
God’s acceptance of any thought, 
word, or deed. 

To those who think but little, 
this may sound harshly. But 
God’s rejection of such services, 
cannot be esteemed severity. On 
the contrary, it is a just contempt 
of those who obstinately determine 
that they wild seek his favour in 
their own way, and by so doing 
declare, in substance, that the way 
of approach to him, which he him- 
self has ordained, is not the best 


way. When men will disregard. 


the authoritative voice of God,— 
will form a system of their own, 
and will strive to serve God ac- 
cording to their own notions; why 
should they complain when he 
throws contempt upon their servi- 
ces, and despises their offerings? 


But, it may be asked, will not 
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God accept sincere endeavours to 
serve him? God has declared, 
that without faith, wrought by his 
Spirit, we cannot please him. All 
endeavours, therefore, to find the 
favour of God, however strenuous 
or sincere, if not made in his ap- 
pointed way, are insulting to his 
wisdom. Such endeavours spring 
either from a proud dislike of the 
way of salvation, as too humiliat- 
ing, or from a desire to be saved 
with sin, and not from it. Sucha 
desire to be saved, is common to 
all men, even the most profane.— 
God is the searcher of hearts; and 
what are often called sincere endea- 
vours to serve him, he sees to be 
nothing more than the faint efforts 
of hearts divided between the love 
of sin, and the fear of its punish- 
ment. Hence we perceive the 
justice of God in rejecting such 
half-hearted services, and the ne- 
cessity of seeking first a renewal 
of the heart by the Spirit; or, in 
other words, the ability to serve 
him aright. And when the heart 
is thus renovated by the Spirit, the 
holy affections here mentioned, 
will be the fruit of it. 

We shall do no violence to the 
above passage, by considering the 
affections expressed by it, in a dif- 
ferent order from that in which 
they stand. We may begin, then, 
with “temperance,” which is the 
last mentioned. 

“Temperance” is the due regu- 
lation of lawful appetites and de- 
sires, and the total suppression of 
all forbidden propensities. It is 
necessary to the faithful exercise 
of all the affections of the new 
heart: for even these may need 
the control of temperance; if not 
often for excess, at least for times 
and seasons. It is in the natural 
appetites, however, that tempe- 
rance must chiefly assert the mas- 
tery. There, like a faithful senti- 
nel, it must walk the boundary 
line of lawful indulgence, and watch 








the insidious approach of hostile 
passions. Tendency to excess in 
every thing, with many morbid ap- 
petites and passions, are ills 
brought upon man by the fall: and 
when the Holy Spirit restores the 
moral system to a healthy action, 
“temperance” is given for its pre- 
servation. 

‘“Long-suffering’’ we would con- 
sider next, as a “fruit of the Spi- 
rit.’ The endurance of injuries 
without revenge or resentment, is 
a rule peculiar to the Gospel o 
Christ. In this it is distinguished 
from every other system. Our 
corrupt nature is often so hostile 
to this “long-suffering,” that no- 
thing but the power of the Spirit 
of God can give it a place in the 
affections. The rule which defines 
it, is thus given by the Saviour:— 
‘Love your enemies, do good to 
them that hate you, and pray for 
them which despitefully use you 
and persecute you.”’ Who but one 
whose soul had never been spoiled 
by the asperities of our nature, 
and never stained with the bitter- 
ness of sin, could have uttered 
such doctrine as this? and never, 
since the world began, did any 
teacher so painfully and clearly 
show forth his doctrine by his own 
personal example. By his word 
and his Spirit, he now instructs 
his people to dolikewise. ‘Long- 
suffering” in the Christian, is the 
effect of that love, which we shall 
presently consider, as another 
“fruit of the Spirit.” It is a kin- 
dred affection to love, and a wit- 
ness before the world of its exist- 
ence in the heart. We would call 
the forgiveness of injuries, a pecu- 
liar warrant of heirship to Heaven. 
It is like a badge of discipleship 
received from the master’s own 
hand! Without it, we may be 
high-minded Christians, professing 
Christians, and rigid Christians; 
but we cannot be Christians in- 
deed. 
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“Gentleness and meekness”’ are 
P also mentioned as fruits of the 
dl Spirit. They are nearly allied to 
: “long-suffering;” for whosoever is 
i ready to forgive, will be tender of 
P the feelings of others, and humble 
under God’s blessings. The be- 
liever’s desire, next to his own sal- 
vation, is the happiness of his fel- 
low men; and for this end, he will 
be ready to smooth his severities 
d into gentleness, and bend his pride 
; to meekness. Gentleness is the 
result of deep compassion for a 
; ruined race; and meekness is a 
sense of personal unworthiness be- 
fore God, who has made man to 
differ from his fellow only by his 
grace. These affections will 
doubtless be different in different 
| persons, according to the constitu- 
| tion of nature. Even the Apostles 
| themselves thus differed from each 
| other; but their influence, in some 
degree, must be felt aud seen where- 
ver there is any genuine fruit of 

the Spirit. 
“Goodness and faith” are also 
set forth as fruits of the Spirit. In 
a single view of both, they may be 
explained to mean, integrity and 
sincerity in our intercourse with 
men, arising from fidelity to God. 
Faith, in this sense, may be taken 
as a branch of that entire faith 
which justifies, and lies at the root 
of all holy affections. It here seems 
to signify, faithfulness to God, as 
the source of goodness, or faithful- 
ness to men: and, by the terms 
‘“eoodness and faith,” is not only 
meant an open fairness one with 
another in the dealings of business. 
This may be done from a constitu- 
tional hatred of dishonesty—with 
no reference to God, as present 
with our secret thoughts—with no 
love to man, asa motive to do him 
justice. Honesty even thus far is 
doubtless commendable by com- 
parison: but a man may be thus 
honest from a mere worldly mo- 
tive, while he hates both God and 
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man no less than he hates dishon- 
esty itself. It is the abiding be- 
lief of God’s presence with us, and 
his goodness towards us, which pu- 
rifies the feelings from insincerity 
towards men, and makes us willing 
not only to do them justice, but to 
do them good, Love to God, must 
be the parent stock, bearing the 
branch and the fruit of goodness, 
extending outwardly to our fellow 
men. 

Another fruit of the Spirit is 
“peace:”” peace with conscience, 
peace with God, peace with the 
whole world—that “peace which 
passeth understanding.” Con- 
science, until enlightened by the 
Spirit, seldom approves. Day by 
day, night by night, it speaks 
fearful forebodings of ill. But 
when enlightened, and raised by 
the Spirit of God to sovereignty, 
there is no longer so much occa- 
sion for complaint or remonstrance. 
Its soft, soothing voice of appro- 
bation, then takes the place of ma- 
ny sharp reproofs and gloomy 
threatenings. It is true, enlight- 
ened conscience will carefully note 
every obliquity of heart and life; 
but in the next moment, it may 
write an offset to each, with a pen 
dipped in the precious blood of a- 
tonement! From the gloomy pre- 
monitor of ill, conscience becomes 
a guide to good, and a foreteller of 
blessedness! This is peace with 
conscience. Peace with God, is 
implied in it; for enlightened con- 
science is the instructed agent of 
God to express his approbation or 
displeasure. 

Peace with the whole world, is 
also a part of this fruit of the Spi- 
rit—peace at least in will and de- 
sire, ifnot in fact. “If it be pos- 
sible, as much as lieth in you, live 
peaceably with all men,” saith the 
Apostle. These words express a 
principle in the believer’s heart, 
which is afruit of the Spirit. The 
heart is disposed, by it, to loathe 
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all contention and strife; and, al- 
though it exempts none from 
“contending earnestly for the 
faith,’ when occasion calls; it al- 
lows no love for the contention it- 
self, considered apart from its end. 
This fruit of the Spirit is no proud 
disdain of the opposition of men; 
no apathetic indifference to it; but 
a sincere resolve of the heart to be 
at peace with all men, if it be pos- 
sible, in the faithful discharge of 
duty to God. This is meant by 
peace with the world. 

“Joy” is also a fruit of the Spi 
rit, which holds a prominent place. 
This joy far surpasses earthly joy. 
It has a source as high and deep 
as eternity itself. To give a con- 
ception of it, can best be done by 
contrasting its sources with the 
sources of temporal joy. If the 
shipwrecked mariner, after strug- 
gling with the wave, when he 
reaches the shore, and looks upon 
the enraged ocean lashing at his 
feet, feels a joy at his escape; if a 
lonely traveller, who, in a storm, 
suddenly stops and surveys, at 
some paces off, the tall oak to 
which he was just hastening for 
shelter, now all riven and bowed 
down by the lightnings of Hea- 
ven, feels a joy at his escape; if 
dangers such as these, when pass- 
ed, enkindle joy; what must be 
the Christian’s joy, when, in faith, 
he stands afar off and views the 
deep, foul, roaring gulph of Hell, 
which he has escaped! And how 
must this joy be redoubled, when, 
from the same stand, he sees a re- 
gion above him, whence distant 
light .reaches his vision, and dis- 
tant harmony falls upon his ear! 
when he looks by turns upwards 
into Heaven, and downwards into 
Hell! And if, in these moments, 
some fears should start up in his 
bosom, lest he should miss of this 
Heaven, and fall back into this 
Hell,—if then some God-like figure 
Should ride in radiant glory over 
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his head, and tell him, “Let not 
your heart be troubled; ye believe 
in God, believe also in me; in my 
Father’s house are many man- 
sions;” O! where could be had a 
union of joys such as his? And 
are these sources of joy greater 
than the realities? Are there not 
a Hell, a Heaven, and a God-man 
Mediator? Have we not a founda- 
tion of faith strong enough to bear 
the tallest superstructure which 
fancy could raise? Question or 
curtail the realities revealed in the 
holy volume, and we may reject 
this description as bubbling fancy 
or vain exaggeration; but not other- 
wise. 

Through this “joy” of believ- 
ing, comes “love,’”? another and 
the last fruit of the Spirit which 
we have to consider: Love to God 
who created us, to the Saviour who 
redeemed us, to his people re- 
deemed with us, and to all man- 
kind created in his image. The 
first kind is love to God, the Fa- 
ther, who created us. To those 
who have never experienced it, we 
would endeavour to express it 
thus: Call up for a moment the 
image of a kind parent, who has 
cheered and nourished you from 
infancy—on whose bosom (now 
perhaps a naked skeleton beneath 
the turf,) you could ever lean your 
cares—from whose lips you could 
ever seek directions through the 
untried world—in whose open- 
handed affection you could ever 
find aid. They who have such a 
parent now, or know the value of 
such a parent by his loss, may 
learn from their love for him, 
something of the believer’s love 
for his heavenly Father. For is not 
the Christian achild of God? Does 
he not walk abroad under his Pro- 
vidence? Does he not stay his 
soul, when wearied and ruffled by 
the rude brushings of this unholy 
world, upon the bosom of his all- 
Does he not seek, 
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in retired intercourse, his paternal 
counsel to guide him to the ap- 
pointed rest, where, closer union 
will be formed, and doubt and dan- 
ger never enter? These are some 
of the exercises of that love to 
God the Father, which is the fruit 
of the Spirit. 

But this love is most sensibly 
exercised towards the Redeemer 
Before God the Father, the re- 
maining sense of guilt will some- 
times-make us tremble; but in the 
person and character of Jesus the 
Redeemer, we find a ready refuge 
for every fear—a soft resting place 
for every hope. In Him, we see 
no avenger of the violated law.— 
The majesty of Heaven is seen in 
his step; but without its threaten- 
ing. The innocence of Heaven is 
seen in his conduct; but in human 
form. The mercy of Heaven 
beams from his countenance, bright 
as the sun at noon; but without 
his painful dazzling. Behold this 
Saviour! not a frown sits upon his 
brow! not a weapon is seen in his 
hand! He comes in no golden 
chariot from Heaven, to awe us 
from his presence! Simple in his 
dress—poor in his living—a tra- 
veller, without even a where to lay 
his head! With inviting speech, 
like unto which never man spake, 
he tells us, “Take my yoke upon 
you and learn of me, for lam meek 
and lowly in heart: and ye shall 
find rest unto your souls.” OQ: 
when the poor, prostrate, con- 
science-stricken sinner, views by 
faith such a Saviour; when he is 
raised by him from the dust, and 
bade to “go in peace,”’ how will he 
tell his love for him? He canonly 
relate the story of his conversion, 
point to the tender traits of his 
Redeemer’s character, and say, 
“T love the Lord my God with all 
my heart, with all my soul, with 
all my mind, and with all my 
strength.” And this love will ex- 
tend to all people who have been 
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in like manner redeemed by him. 
It is no narrow principle;—it em- 
braces all whom the Saviour has 
loved and bought with his blood. 
This love will join together the 
people of Christ as members of 
the same family, and make them 
delight to talk one with another 
about their common leader. The 
true brethren.in Christ have not 
the common name of brethren, 
without the substance. Their 
love for each other, like their love 
to Christ, will be shown by their 
works: for “by this shall all men 
know that they are the disciples of 
Christ, if they love one another.” 
But this love does not even stop 
with the faithful. It expands over 
the whole human family, and takes 
inevery soul enstamped with the 
image of God, however defaced 
that image may be by sin—howe- 
ver sunken that soul in depravity. 
It is a love which the most bitter 
and despising enemy cannot place 
himself beyond—which the mean- 
est, most forlorn rational creature 
of God, cannot sink himself be- 
neath! Surely none but the Spirit 
of God could operate a love which 
thus ascends to God as Creator, 
passes on to him as Redeemer, and 
then pursues his image through his 
whole rational creation: a love 
which rejoices over this image of 
God, when found retraced on souls 
by the Saviour’s hand; and mourns 
over it, when found there under 
the blots and defacements of sin. 
And what a boundless region does 
this love open for the disenthralled 
soul to expatiate in! It is a love 
which follows God through all his 
creation, animate and inanimate. 
The light may find its limit; and 
to the darkness it may be said, 
thus far shalt thou go: but through 
light and through darkness, the 
Christian’s love may follow his 
God! 




































































iy 
"ar 
a 
ee 
7 
7 e 
4 
te 
wer 
fr 7 


= 


Se 


4 


A Sermon, translated and abridged 
JSrom the French of the Rev. Dan- 
iel de Supfrerville, Sen. 


[ Concluded. } 

Joun i,17. “The law was given by Mo- 
ses, but grace and truth came by Jesus 
Christ.” 

“Blessed is he to whom the Lord 
doth not impute iniquity, and 
whose sins are covered: blessed is 
he whose transgression is forgiv- 
en.” This is the happiness we 
find in the new covenant, which 
proclaims grace and peace; peace 
to him that is near, and to him 
who is afar off; abundant grace for 
all sinners who repent and believe! 
What delightful conditions! what 
favourable declarations! I am a 
sinner; but Christ died for my of- 
fences, and rose again for my jus- 
tification! I have no righteous- 
ness of my own; but I embrace 
that of my Redeemer. I hear him 
exclaim, “*Believe and thou shalt 
be saved!” “Repent and your sins 
shall be blotted out!’’ Could there 
possibly have been conditions 
more easy, or more just? This 
verily is grace indeed! Under the 
law, we had only typical sacrifices; 
but here we have the true and per- 
fect sacrifice of Christ himself, 
through whose blood we have re- 
mission of our sins: and where 
there is remission, there is no more 
offering for sin. (Heb. x. 18.)— 
Under the law, we are cursed with 
a succession of denunciations; but 
Christ has delivered us from the 
law by becoming a curse for us.— 
Here our infirmities are not only 
passed over in silence, forgotten, 
or not punished, for the sake of 
some typical sacrifice or offering 
for them, but freely pardoned by 
the mercy of the Father, who for- 
gives those who seek him through 
the merits and intercession of Je- 
sus Christ his Son. “For if any 
man sin, we have an advocate 
with the Father, Jesus Christ the 
Righteous.” 
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sins obtain mercy, provided the 
sinner comes by repentance and 
faith to the Lord Jesus. Here is 
a remedy for all sins, except one; 
a sin very rare and uncommon.— 
Here we find nothing in our du- 
ties which is rendered doubtful, 
obscure, or wearisome, by the 
number and nature of the particu- 
lar services required. Here is no- 
thing which reason does not at 
once acknowledge to be just,—no- 
thing which does not flow natu- 
rally and necessarily from the con- 
sideration of what God is, and 
what we are, and the relation we 
have with other men. Here the 
promises are not earthly and tem- 
poral; but almost all heavenly and 
divine! Truly this is the cove- 
nant made under better promises; 
promises of justification and sanc- 
tification—of salvation and eternal 
life. ‘For the law of the spirit of 
life in Christ Jesus, hath made me 
free from the law of sin and death; 
for what the law could not do, in 
that it was weak through the 
flesh, God sending his own Son in 
the likeness of sinful flesh, and for 
sin condemned sin in the flesh, 
that the righteousness of the law 
might be fulfilled in us, who walk 
not after the flesh, but after the 
spirit.” One can hardly help say- 
ing, upon the subject of the pro- 
mises with regard to the resurrec- 
tion of the body, and the state of 
the soul in Paradise, that the re- 
velation of Moses was very obscure 
and defective, in comparison with 
the Gospel. But how necessary 
is the revelation of the eternal re- 
ward which will recompence our 
fidelity, in order to encourage us 
in the practice of religion! Here 
again is the glory and privilege of 
the new covenant. “Christ has 
brought life and immortality to 
light by the Gospel.” So this 
Gospel is truly, in every sense, a 
revelation of grace: in its publica- 
tion, in its privileges, in its pro- 
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mises. “The law was given by 
Moses, but grace and truth came 
by Jesus Christ.” Oh, happy 
coming of the star from the East! 
O salutary and vivifying light, 
which has shone upon us! This 
is the year of Jubilee, the time of 
release, good-will and redemption: 
Happy are we who live in it, and 
enjoy its blessings! 

One thing more, my brethren, 
which exalts the Gospel above 
the law, ought not to be forgotten. 
It is, that the law, in pointing out 
to man his duty, does not afford 
him any power to accomplish it. 
It cries to every man, “Arise and 
walk;”’ but it speaks to the stupid 
and the dead, in whom it ought 
first to re-establish the organs and 
principles of life and action, which 
it does not: like those statues that 
are placed’ upon the road, and 
which appear to show us the way 
by pointing the finger, but which 
neither speak to the passenger, 
nor can help him who is fallen 
and wounded, and whose weakness 
is such that he cannot walk. Mo- 
ses with his law, was like Gehazi 
with the staff of Elisha. In vain 
did he apply this to the dead child; 
it did not move, nor manifest any 
signs of life: the master himself 
must come. So it was necessary 
that Jesus himself should come to 
procure our resurrection, not by the 
staff of the law, but by the grace 
of his Spirit; not by the letier 
which killeth, but by the Spirit 
which giveth life. The law, very 
far from curing our evils, inflam- 
ed and irritated them; and in giv- 
ing us the knowledge of sin, it has 
rendered it exceedingly sinful.— 
Let us explain this a little farther. 
The law in itself was not accom- 
panied with the Spirit of Grace, 
necessary to soften the obdurate 
will of man, and melt his passions. 
God, who does with his own what 
he will—who is pleased to dispense 
his favours after a different man- 
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ner at different times—reserved 
for the glory of his Son and his 
economy, the plenitude of the 
grace which is necessary to pro- 
duce regeneration, in order to show 
that it was properly a fruit of the 
merit of Jesus Christ. It was in 
the time of the manifestation of 
grace, that it was proper to reveal 
the spirit of grace and sanctifica- 
tion. As the exterior objects 
which were to be revealed by the 
Gospel, were greater and more 
powerful than those of the law, it 
was necessary that the measure of 
the Spirit, which was to corres- 
pond with the dignity of the Gos- 
pel, should be equally great and 
powerful. What did God do, un- 
der the law? He gave ordinarily 
a certain measure of the Spirit, 
proportioned to the nature of the 
economy of that time. This Spi- 
rit opened the eyes of the sinner, 
touched his conscience to a certain 
degree, brought him to the know- 
ledge of sin, the justice of God, 
and the threatenings of the law.— 
But this went no farther than to 
produce painful apprehensions and 
servile fears, which reprehended 
and restrained the fury of the pas- 
sions, but did not inspire the love 
of God and virtue, by exalted mo- 
tives, and a change of the heart. 
So, the whole of the Old Testa- 
ment was a kind of slavery; and 
this measure of the Spirit is called 
the spirit of bondage, because of 
the effects it produced, and the e- 
conomy under which it was given. 

It is true, God did, in some in- 
stances, employ a greater measure 
of the Spirit of Grace; but this was 
irregular, rare, and extraordinary, 
communicated but to few persons, 
not in virtue of the legal economy, 
nor by any article contained in it; 
but in virtue of the Gospel cove- 
nant, and by a privilege of that co- 
venant, “I will be your God.” And 
that proportion of the Spirit was 
small, in comparison with that de- 
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gree which God had bestowed un- 
der the Gospel. Now, the mea- 
sures and operations of the Spirit, 
are very different. ‘We have not 
received the spirit of bondage a- 
gain unto fear, but the spirit of 
adoption, whereby we cry ‘Abba, 
Father.’ ” And this grace is not 
communicated drop by drop, but 
“as rivers of living waters.” “Out 
of the fullness of Christ we have 
all received, and grace for grace.” 
Hence the Gospel is called “the 


ministration of the Spirit;” a law 


engraven, not on tables of stone, 
but on the fleshy tables of our 
hearts. It is with respect to this 
spirit of regeneration, with which 
it is accompanied to all believers, 
that St. John calls it, in our text, 
“grace by Jesus Christ.” 

Parti. Let us now proceed 
to the second opposition between 
the law and the Gospel, which is 
truth. The law is an economy of 
promises, shadows, figures,’ and 
imperfections. The Gospel is an 
economy of truth, plenitude, and 
accomplishment, \and_ perfection. 
This is the subject of our second 
point. In the creation of the uni- 
verse, darkness preceded the light. 
The confused chaos and the earth, 
without form, were before the 
world was arranged in that beau- 
tiful symmetry which we now be- 
hold. Something similar to this, 
has taken place in the creation of 
the new world, which is_ the 
Church. Darkness and the sha- 
dow of the law preceded the light 
of grace. There was a mixture of 
Heaven and earth, as it were, be- 
fore the new Heaven and the new 
earth appeared in-that beautiful 
order which we now admire The 
legal economy, mixed with carnal 
ceremonies and spiritual precepts, 
with promises terrestrial and celes- 
tial, preceded the Gospel, in which 
the earthly was separated from the 
heavenly, and in wkich grace is no 
longer hid, nor the truth veiled.— 








“The law was given by Moses, but 
grace and truth came by Jesus 
Christ.” I will not inform you in 
how many respects the Gospel 
may be called Truth; as, by the 
solidity of its doctrines, its impor- 
tance, its constancy, and immuta- 
bility, in opposition to the errors, 
superstitions, and fables of all reli- 
gions purely human, and particu- 
larly that of Paganism. I shall 
content myself simply with what 
St. John has in view in this pas- 
sage, which is the opposition he 
makes between the law and the 
Gospel, without pretending in any 
manner to diminish the glory of 
the former, as being true, and hav- 
ing come from God. Ist. The 
term, truth, is sometimes taken 
for the execution of a thing, and 
the accomplishment of a promise. 
The promise is a pledge—the exe- 
cution isareality. The Jews had 
promises: what could they have 
done without them? The law a- 
lone would have been as the water 
of Marah, bitter to drink; it would 
have contained nothing sweet for 
the taste, nor consoling to the heart 
of man: it would rather have tend- 
ed to drive him to despair.— 
Though the law contains many 
great and excellent promises of the 
Redeemer, yet there is much dif- 
ference between the promise and 
the thing itself—between the note 
and the payment; the prediction, 
and the event; walking by faith, 
and by sight;—between saying, I 
expect, I hope, “I shall see, but not 
nigh,” and “we have seen, we have 
heard;” I hold, I possess whom 
my soul loveth; he is come! he is 
come! The ancients, says the 
Apostle to the Hebrews, “died in 
the faith, not having received the 
promises, but having seen them 
afar off, believed and embraced 
them.” That which we sce at a 
distance, is generally seen imper- 
fectly. -I wish, O ye Jews, that 
you had been so happy as to have — 
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embraced the promises afar off, 
by which you were so advantage 
ously distinguished from all na- 
tions, who were (to use the lan- 
guage of St. Paul,) “without God 
and without hope in the world;” 
without God entering into a cove- 
nant with them, and without hope. 
founded upon the promise. Bless- 
ed are our eyes, for they see that 
which the Prophets and many | 
righteous men have not seen; and 
our ears, for they have heard that | 
which they desired to hear! 2nd. | 
The term, truth, is taken for the, 
reality and the solidity of a thing, | 
in opposition to the shadows, | 
types, and ceremonies of the Old 
Testament. The law, says St. 
Paul, “was the shadow of good 
things to come, and not the very 
image of the things.” As the 
shadow receives its form from the 
body, and depends upon it; so it 
was upon the truth of the Gospel, 
that God formed the types and ce- 
remonies of the law. As the sha- 
dow is but an obscure, gross, and 
imperfect figure of the body; so 
the law was but an obscure and 
feeble representation of the Gos- 
pel. The shadow moves, turns, 
and stops with the body that forms 
it; but with this appearance of ac- 
tion, it has neither life nor reali- 
ty: so the figures of the Mosaic 
economy might have some virtue 








by their relation to the truth they 
represented, but in themselves 
were destitute of power and effica- 
cy to quicken and save men. In 
proportion as the sun proceeds to 
shine vertically over our heads, 
and cast his rays equally before 
and behind us, on the right and on 
the left, our badies cease to form 
a shadow: so, since the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ has risen upon us in 
its meridian splendour, the legal 
shadows have disappeared. 
Again—the law had its types 
and figures: but as all the beauty 





of types consists in the likeness 
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| they have to the original; and as 
all the pleasure they can afford a- 
rises from the knowledge we have 
of the justness and exactitude of 
that resemblance, and the propor- 
tion they bear to the thing they 
represent; and as the Jews had a 
very imperfect knowledge of the 
Messiah, his kingdom, and his re- 
_ligion, which the types represent- 


_ed; they could much less develope 





|| their signification and justness.— 


Our knowledge is obscure and im- 
perfect, and our studies unpleasant 
| and difficult, when they turn upon 
enigmas and figures, whose real 
signification can be but imperfect- 
ly understood. But now the event 
has supplied us with light! We 
have the original! We can see 
what resemblance the figure had 
to it! We can study the types 
with pleasure, facility, and profit, 
provided we do it without extra- 
vagance, and with wise sobriety. 
The ceremonies of the law were 
so numerous, that religion was 
loaded with them; so that its sub- 
stance, soul, and spiritual part, 
was lost or buried underneath 
them. God had particular rea- 
sons for giving such a law; rea- 
sons which were very just and 
wise: but nevertheless not such as 
could render the same institution 
proper for all people, or all times, 
The particular reasons were not 
only the prosperity and health of 
the body, or that these laws might 
be an image of certain things, or 
an abridgment of Natural Philo- 
sophy, as some of the Jews ima- 
gined: they were not simply to 
draw them from idolatry, though 
the ceremonial ordinances in ge- 
neral had much relation to that, 
-and seemed to be founded upon 
the distinction that God would 
make between the customs of the 
Jews, and those of the Gentiles, 
as the learned have made appear: 
and though we ought to unite to- 
gether many reasons and many 
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views which God had in the same 
ordinance; yet it is certain that he 
gave the ceremonial law principal- 
ly with a view to prepare the Jews 
for the Messiah, and to represent 
and pre-figure the spiritual ‘bless- 
ings of the Gospel If this had 
not been the case, this body of or- 
dinances in things that perish in 
the using,—the distinction of 
meats, of new moons, and of Sab- 
baths, if they had not had a con- 
nection with Christ, the grand end 
of all the works of God, they 
would not have appeared worthy 
of the infinite Jehovah. Let us 
say, then, that all the figures and 
ceremonies of the law, conducted 
men to the Gospel by way of ar- 
gument and inference; for the 
weakness of these institutions led 
them to believe that they had a re- 
lation to some end more elevated, 


and created a desire for something || 


more perfect. Let us add, that in 
burdening the Israelites, they 
caused them to sigh after liberty. 


They were subject to the rudi-|; 


ments of the world, as children 
under the discipline of tutors and 
guardians. But we are free; we 


are no longer under the yoke of |; 


servitude. We are the inheritors 
of paternal blessings, in the full 
liberty ‘that Christ has procured 
for us. Let us observe, more es- 
pecially, that the legal ceremonies 


led to Jesus Christ by way of} 


figure and sign, as the rough and 
imperfect outline. Allthese things, 
says the Apostle, “were the sha- 
dow of good things to come, but 
the body is Christ.” Under the 
law, all was shadow and figure; 
under the Gospel, all is substance. 
We have the true Israel, the true 
manna, the true deliverance, the 
true righteousness, the true expia- 
tion for sin, the true spiritual and 
reasonable service, and the wor- 
ship in spirit and in truth. 

3d. The truth is understood for 
the perfection of a thing. The 
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law perfected nothing; but the Gos- 
pel has perfected every thing.— 
We find something defective in the 
morality of Moses, which was 
tolerated for a time because of the 
hardness of the hearts of the Jews: 
as the law of divorce, polygamy, 
avd retaliation, and a degree of 
vengeance permitted on certain 
occasions:—also, the too great 
difference the Jews made between 
their own countrymen and stran- 
gers, not believing themselves 
obligated to perform scarcely any 
of the duties of humanity towards 
the Gentiles. But the morality of 
Christ condemns polygamy, di- 
vorces, and retaliation of evil; and 
prescribes every where, and to- 
wards all, a pure, lively, tender, 
and universal charity, and patience 








in the greatest trials. It has tru- 
ly brought this to perfection. The 
law of Moses seems to represent 
\the Deity as in some degree par- 
i tial, if I may be permitted so to 
, speak, regarding only one nation, 
whose number was very small, 
‘compared with the rest of man- 
‘kind. This distinction of the 
| Jewish people, I conceive to have 
been useful and necessary, in order 
‘to make them one day beiter ac- 


'quainted with the Messiah. But 
'the Lord, who has made of one 
blood all the nations of the earth, 
and who is good to all without 
exception of persons; could he hide 
, himself forever from all the earth 
except Judea, and not extend his 
‘revelation beyond the narrow 
| bounds of Palestine? Oh! my 
brethren, this was impossible! It 
was, then, an imperfection of the 
legal covenant, that it was so con- 
‘fined and contracted. 
There was a wall of separation 
between the Jews and the Pagans; 
but now the covenant of grace and 
of truth is salutary to all men!— 
Christ has broken down the parti- 
tion -wall, and abolished the dis- 
tinctions. “Is it a light thing,” 


















saith the Lord, “that thou (Christ) 
shouldst be my servant to raise up 
the tribes of Jacob, and to restore 
the desolations of Israel? I will also 
give thee for a light of the Gen- 
tiles, that thou mayest be my sal- 
vation unto the ends of the earth.” 
Isaiah, xlix. 6. Certainly the po- 
litical ordinances of Moses would 
not have been proper forall peo- 
ple; much less would all nations 
have submitted to the yoke of ce- 
rimonies to which the Jews were 
subject. But row, in every nation, 
he who fears God and worketh 
righteousness, is accepted of God! 
Now, in all nations, we can offer 
the pure oblation to God! Now, 
there is no distinction between 
Jew and Greek; between circum- 
cision and uncircumcision. Re- 
joice, O ye Gentiles, for salvation 
has reached you! Sing, O barren, 
thou that didst not bear; break 
forth into singing and cry aloud, 
thou that didst not travail with 
child; for more are the children 
of the desolate, than the children 
of the married woman, saith the 
Lord. Isaiah, liv. 1, 2.—This is 
enough to prove to us, that “grace 
and truth came by Jesus Christ.” 
Let us now say a little upon the 
comparison between the mediators 
of these two covenants. This is 
our third part. 
Parr iit. I know not, my breth- 
ren, if any one among men, con- 
sidered simply as a man, is to be 
compared to Moses. His birth, 
his life, his actions, and his min- 
istry, have something in them so 
admirable, that I am not at all as- 
tonished at his being called “the 
friend of God, and the greatest of 
prophets.” His name and his 
reputation were so far extended, 
even among the Pagans, that the 
learned say, he was not only hon- 
oured, but adored hy them; and 
that there are but few of their 
Gods, and few of the histories of 
the ancient heroes of Paganism, 
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which have not some relation to 
Moses and his actions—which do 
not represent them, or are not 
borrowed from them. Now, his 
excellence and pre-eminence above 
other prophets, appear in three 
particulars: in the manner in 
which he received the revelation 
with which he was honoured—in 


the miracles which he wrought—_ 


and in the function of mediator, 
which he exercised, between God 
and the people. But in all these 
respects, Jesus Christ is infinitely 
greater than Moses. He was not 
simply man, but God-man; and 
consequently rises infinitely above 
Moses. Do not expect that I 
should draw an exact parallel be- 
tween the one and the other: I 
shall content myself with what is 
more precisely my object. Be- 
sides, when St. John informs us 
that the law was given by Moses, 
he does not mean that Moses was 
the author of the law: this would 
be to rob God of the glory that be- 
longs to him, and make the law a 
human production. Moses: was 
only the publisher of it—the in- 
strument, the organ of the Spirit 
of God. The Lord revealed to 
him his will, and he became the 
echo of his voice, repeating faith- 
fully what God had said to him. 
Moses only followed the pattern 
which he had seen in the Mount, 
he only declared what the Lord 
had ordained; he only wrote what 
the Holy Spirit dictated. In all 
this, he was only the minister and 
servant of the Lord. His laws 
were the laws of God, written by 
the finger of God himself. His 
miracles were not the effect of hu- 
man power; but the work of God, 
the production of omnipotent pow- 
er. But Jesus Christ, the eternal 
wisdom of the Father, is conjoint- 
ly with him, the author and source 
of the Gospel, as he is the subject 
and the end of it. The whole co- 
venant of grace is founded upon 






















































se Sied >< 


Ft sa 


. ee ; ~— 


552 BISHOP HEBER. JULY, 


> pt 


his propitiation, and his merit; 
and it was he, who, by his spirit, 
inspired the Apostles, and caused 
them to speak and write. This 
is what St. John seems to inti- 
mate, when, changing the expres- 
sion, he does not simply say, grace 
and truth were given by Jesus 
Christ; but that they came by Je- 
sus Christ, or, as the original might 
properly be rendered, were made 
by him. 
= 
From the Quarterly Review. 
BISHOP HEBER. 


to have published notes upon Cal- 
met, a task for which he would 
have brought all the resources 
which any single individual could 
be expected to furnish. Such a 
work, had it pleased God to re- 
store him to his native land, would 
have been an agreeable and most 
useful employment for his declin- 
ing years: and many materials for 
it, in addition to those he already 
possessed, he would have undoubt- 
edly accumulated ‘during his ac- 
tive researches in the East. To 
verbal criticism, he had not (like 


> ek 


his episcopal predecessor) devoted 
so much attention; nor perhaps 
did the character of his mind 
qualify him for making, in that 
branch of learning, the same pro- 
gress as in its more popular de- 
partments. The patient investi- 
gation of a peculiar construction, 
or the emendation of a corrupted 


Reginald Heber was the son of 
the Rev. Reginald Heber, of Mar- 
ton, in Yorkshire, and of Mary, 
daughter of the Rev. Dr. Allan- 
son, of the same county. His fa- 
ther lived just long enough to wit- 
ness his youthful honours; his 
mother still survives to lament his 
early death. He was born | 
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21st, 1783, at Malpas, in Cheshire, | 
a living at that time held by Mr. 
Heber, as was shortly afterwards | 
that of Hodnet, in Salop, which, | 
together with the estate, had come | 
into possession of his family by a. 
marriage with an heiress of the 
ancjent and honoured name of 
Vernon. In his childhood, Regi- 
nald Heber was remarkable for 
the eagerness with which he read 
the Bible, and the accuracy with 
which he remembered it; a taste 
and talent which subsequent ac- 
quirements and maturer years on- 
ly served to strengthen: so that a 
great portion of his reading was 
intended, or at least was employed, 
to illustrate the Scriptures; and 
perhaps few men of his day had 
attained so masterly a knowledge 
of the historical parts of the Bible 
as well as the doctrinal, or could 
have thrown happier light upon 
its oriental customs, its difficult 
geography, or the civil, political, 

and moral condition of the people 
to whom it was addressed. We 


text, (necessary as such labours 
are,) are not those in which the 
faculties of a poet (and such were 
certainly his) commonly delight; 
and of the few poets who have at- 
tempted minute criticism, most 
have failed, and none have been 
eminently successful. 

He received his early education 
at the grammar-school of White- 
church, whence he was afterwards 
sent to Dr. Bristowe, a gentleman 
who took pupils near London.— 
His subsequent career at Oxford, 
where he was entered of Brazen- 
nose College, in 1800, proved how 
well his youthful studies had been 
directed, and how diligently pur- 
sued. The University prizes for 
Latin verse, for the English poem, 
and for the English prose-essay, 
were successively awarded him; 
and ‘Palestine’ received the high- 
er and rarer compliment of public 
and universal praise. Such a 
poem, composed at such an age, 
has indeed some, but not many 
parallels in our language. Its co- 
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bers,—its images, so well chosen, 
diversified so happily, and treated 
with so much discretion and good 
taste,—the transitions from one 
period to another of the bistory of 
the Holy Land, so dexterously 
tontrived,—and, above all, the am- 
ple knowledge of Scripture, and of 
writings illustrative of Scripture, 
displayed in it—all these things 
might have seemed to bespeak the 
work of a man who ‘had been long 
chusing, and begun late,’ rather 
than of a stripling of nineteen — 
Some few of our University En- 
glish prize-poems have had an 
ephemeral reputation beyond the 
precincts of Cambridge and Ox- 
ford; but ‘Palestine’ is almost the 
only one—(we can recollect, at 
most, but two others of whom any 
such language could be fairly 
used)—that has maintained its 
honours unimpaired, and entitled 
itself, after the lapse of years, to 
be considered the property of the 
nation. It might have been ex- 
pected that such a poem would 
but have been the first of many— 
that so cordial a welcome would 
have stamped its author the fol- 
lower of the muses for life; but 
having given to the world a small 
and well known miscellaneous 
volume in 1812, (the whole of 
which did not then appear for the 
first time,) he withdrew almost 
entirely from a pursuit to which 
he was by temper strongly inclin- 
ed, and devoted himself to the un- 
obtrusive duties of the clerical of- 
fice.* From the original pieces of 


* Still, out of the fulness of his heart, 
or at the call of his friends, he would at 
intervals give proof that his hand had not 
forgot its cunning, however it might 
have hung up the harp; and a specimen 
will not displease our readers:— 


‘FAREWELL. 


‘When eyes are beaming 

What never tongue might tell, 
When tears are streaming 

From their Crystal cell; 
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that volume, it would be easy to 
select thoughts of animation and 
of tenderness; but unless perhaps 
‘The Passage of the Red Sea’ 
(which is a noble copy of verses) 
should be excepted, nothing that, 
as a whole, comes up to the stand- 
ard of Palestine. In the transla- 
tions of Pindar which it contains, 
it may be doubted whether the 
deep-mouthed Theban is not made 
to speak too much after the man- 
ner of the great minstrel of Scot- 
land; still they are executed with 
genuine spirit and elegance, and 
the rambling movements of an au- 
thor, who, in his anxiety to escape 
from an Hiero or an Agesias, is 
very apt to run riot and lose his 
way, are connected with no com-. 
mon success. Previous, however, 
to the production of this volume, 
and whilst he was yet fellow of 
All Souls, a Society to which (it 
should have been said) he had 
been elected from Brazen-nose, 
Reginald Heber travelled through 
those parts of Europe which were 
then open to an Englishman; and 
some of his observations upon Rus- 
sia and the Crimea, which Dr. 
Clarke was permitted to extract 
from his MS. journal, and publish 
as notes to his own work, have ever 
been reckoned the dijoux of the 
volume, and, indeed, convey more 
information in a few words than 
perhaps would have been commu- 
nicated by any traveller, except 
Burckhardt—whose close and pithy 


When hands are linked that dread to 
part, 
And heart is met by throbbing heart, 
Oh! bitter, bitter is the smart 
Of them that bid farewell! 


‘When hope is chidden 
That fain of bliss would tell, 
And love forbidden 
In the breast to dwell; 
When fettered by a viewless chain, 
We turn and gaze, and turn again, 
Oh! death were mercy tothe pain 
Of them that bid farewell —MS. 
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sentences not unfrequently resem- 
ble these able memoranda. 

Having now been put in posses- 
sion of the valuable living of Hud- 
net, which had been reserved for 
him, he married Amelia, daughter 
of Dr. Shipley, late dean of St. 
Asaph, and, happy in the prospect 
of those domesiic endearments 
which no man was more qualified 
to enjoy, settled himself in his rec- 
tory. In no scene of his life, per- 
haps, did his character appear in 
greater beauty than whilst he was 
living here, ‘seeing God’s blessings 
spring out of his mother earth, and 
eating his own bread in peace and 
privacy.’ His talents might have 
made him proud, but he was hum- 
ble-minded as a child—eager to 
call forth the intellectual stores of 
others, rather than to display his 
own—arguing without dogmatism, 
and convincing without triumph— 
equally willing to reason with the 
wise, or take a share in the inno- 
cent gaieties of a winter’s fire-side; 
for it was no part of his creed that 
all innocent mirth ought to be ban- 
ished from the purlieus of a good 
man’s dwelling; or that he is called 
upon to abstract himself from the 
refinements and civilities of life, as 
if sitting to Teniers for a picture 
of the Temptations of St Anthony. 
The attentions he received might 
have made him selfish, but his own 
inclinations were ever the last he 
consulted; indeed, of all the fea- 
tures in his character this was, per- 
haps, the most prominent—that in 
him, se/fdid not seem to be denied, 
to be mortified, but to be forgotten. 
His love of letters might have made 
him an inactive parish priest, but 
he was daily amongst his parishon- 
ers, advising them in difficulties, 
comforting them in distress, kneel- 
ing, often to the hazard of his own 
life,* by their sick- beds; exhorting, 


* Mr. Heber was, on one occasion, 
brought to the brink of the grave by a 
typhus fever caught in this way. 
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encouraging, reproving as he saw 
need; where there was strife, the 
peace-maker; where there was 
want, the cheerful giver. Yet in 
all this there was no parade, no 
effort, apparently not the smallest 
consciousness that his conduct dif- 
fered from that of other men—his 
duty seemed to be his delight, his 
piety an instinct. Many a good 
deed done by him in secret only 
came to light when he had been re- 
moved far away, and but for that 
removal would have been forever 
hid—many an instance of benevo- 
lent interference where it was least 
suspected, and of delicate attention 
towards those whose humble rank 
in life is too often thought to ex- 
empt their superiors from all need 
of mingling courtesy with kind- 
ness. That he was sometimes de- 
ceived in his favourable estimate 
of mankind, it would be vain to de- 
ny; such a guileless, confiding, un- 
suspicious singleness of heart as 
his, cannot always be proof against 
cunning. But if he had not this 
worldly knowledge, he wanted it 
perhaps in common with most men 
of genius and virtue; the ‘wisdom 
of the serpent’ was almost the only 
wisdom in which he did not a- 
bound. 

The Bampton Lectures which 
he published in 1816 established 
his reputation in the theological 
world; for, though many dissented 
from his views on some specula- 
tive points, every competent judge 
was compelled to do justice to the 
depth of learning, the variety of 
research, and the richness of illus- 
tration which those compositions 
displayed. 

At home, in his own parish, his 
sermons were very original—some- 
times expanding into general views 
of the scheme and doctrines of re- 
velation, collected from an intimate 
acquaintance, not with commenta- 
tors, but with the details of holy 
writ itself, frequently drawing in- 








18ef. BISHOP 


genious lessons for christian con- 
duct, from the subordinate parts of 
a parable, a miracle, or a history, 
which a less imaginative mind 
would have overlooked—often en- 
livened by moral stories, with 
which his multifarious reading 
supplied him; fi occasionally by 
facts which had come, perhaps, un 

der his own observation, and which 
he thought calculated to give spirit 
or perspicuity to the truths he was 
imparting: a practice which, when 
judiciously restrained, is well a- 
dapted to secure the rustic hearer 
from the fate of Eutychus, without 
giving offence even to nicer bre- 
thren: of which the powerful effect 
is discoverable (though the figures 
may be grosser than the times 
would now admit) in the sermons 
of Latimer and the Reformers; sub- 
sequently, in those of Taylor and 
South; and still more recently, in 
the popular harrangues of Whit- 
field and Wesley, and a practice, 
we will add, which derives coun- 
tenance and authority from the use 
of parables in the preaching of our 
Lord. Of Heber’s language in the 
pulpit we shall presently give our 
readers an opportunity of judging 
for themselves. Polished it was, 
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for such it was in his ordinary con- 
versation, yet seldom above the 
reach of a country congregation, 
and sometimes (when there was a 
duty to be driven home) plain- 
spoken to a degree for which tew 
modern men would have had 
courage. Frequently it exhibited 
metaphors, bold, and even start- 
ling, and ever possessed a singular 
charm, in the happy adoption of 


|expressions from the pure and un- 


defiled English of our Bible, with 
which his mind was thoroughly 
imbued. 

In the midst of these exercises 
of his calling, public and private, 
he found time to compose many 
hymns; which, had he completed 
the series, as (with the assistance 
of friends) he hoped to have done, 
would have been in relation to the 
Gospels for the several Sundays 
throughout the year—composi- 
tions, which those who have seen 
them will desire that every one 
Should have the opportunity of 
seeing; and which those will read- 
ily believe to be full of beauties, 
both poetical and spiritual, who 
are acquainted with the few hymns 
which he has actually published. * 

In 1822, Reginald Heber under- 


* The following is for St. Stephen’s day: 
‘The Son of God is gone to war a kingly crown to gain, 
His blood-red banner streams afar! Who follows in his train? 
Who best can drink his cup of woe, triumphant over pain? 
Who boldest hears his cross below? He follows in his train! 


‘The martyr first, whose eagle eye could pierce beyond the grave, 
Who saw his master in the sky, and called on him to save; 
Like Him, with pardon on his tongue in midst of mortal pain, 


He prayed for them that did the wrong. 


Who follows in his train? 


‘A glorious band, the chosen few on whom the Spirit came, 
Twelve valiant saints, the truth they knew, and braved the crossand flame; 


They met the tyrant’s brandish’d steel, 


the lion’s gory mane, 


They bow’d their necks the death to feel. Who follows in their train? 
‘A noble army, men and boys, the matron and the maid, 


Around their Saviour’s throne rejoice, 


in robes of light arrayed, 


They climbed the dizzy steep of heaven, through peril, toil, and pain— 
Oh, God! to us may grace be given to follow in their train!’—MS., 


There is much of that simplicity which should ever distinguish devotional poetry, 
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took a more serious task, which 
was to finish a life of Jeremy Tay 
lor, and a critical examination of 
his writings, for a new edition of 
the works of that great and good 
man. Since the publication of his 
Bampton Lectures, this was the 
first theological essay of any length 
in which he had openly engaged. 
If it be compared (as far as the 
subject will admit of comparison) 
with the ‘Sermons on the Person- 
ality and Office of the Christian 
Comforter,’ it will be found that it 
is the work of maturer know- 
ledge, and a more chastised taste; 
the style retaining the vigour, per- 
haps somewhat of the floridness, of 
former years, but without being 
complicated, ambitious, or con- 
strained; the matter exhibiting 
much thought, as well as ample 
reading, and setting forth, without 
reserve, the author’s own views of 
most of the controverted points of 
church doctrine and discipline, 
which his subject naturally led him 
to pass in review. But the work 
derives a further interest from the 
evident sympathy with which his 
biographer (perhaps unconscious- 
ly) contemplates the life and writ- 
ings of that heavenly-minded man: 
— Much, indeed, they had in com- 
mon—a poetical temperament, a 
hatred of intolerance, great sim- 
plicity, an abomination of every 
sordid and narrow-minded feeling, 
an earnest desire to make religion 
practical instead of speculative, 
and faith, vivid in proportion to 
the vigour of high imagination. 


BISHOP HEBER. 
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About the time when this Life 
appeared, Mr. Heber was elected 
preacher at Lincoln’s-inn—a very 
flattering distinction, whether the 
character of the electors be con- 
sidered, or the merits of his prede- 
cessor, or those othe distinguish- 
ed person befor® whom he was 
preferred; valuable, moreover, as 
placing somewhat more ‘in oculis 
civium’ a man. intended by nature 
for a less obscure station than that 
which he had for years been fill- 
ing,—though assuredly that was 
one which he, had it been so or- 
dained, would have continued to 


\fill to his dying day, without any 


querulous suspicion that he had 
fallen on evil times when merit 
is overlooked, and talent suffered 
to spend itself on an unworthy 
field. 

Thus usefully and happily was 
he engaged;—in town, occupying 
an honourable and important situ- 
ation, and with easy access to men 
of letters, of whom the capital 
must ever be the resort;—in the 
country, inhabiting a parsonage, 
built by himself in a situation 
which he had selected, in the 
neighbourhood of most of his kin- 
dred, amidst friends who loved and 
reverenced him, and in a parish 
where none would have desired a 
greater satisfaction than to have 
done him a service,—when he was 
summoned from scenes where, to 
use a beautiful expression of WV ar- 
burton’s, ‘he had hung a thought 
upon every thorn,’ to take upon 
himself the government of the 


in some hymns adapted to popular Welsh airs. We shail transcribe the shortest of 


them— 


‘A VESPER-HYMN. 


‘God that madest earth and heaven, 
Darkness and light— 

Who the day for toil hast given, 
For rest the night— 

May thine angel guards defend us, 

Slumber sweet thy mercy send us, 

Holy dreams and hopes attend us, 
This liye-long night!’—MS. 
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church in India. What his strug- 
gles at that moment were, those 
who were near him at the time 
know well. 
man contemplate such a charge 
without some self-distrust? How 
could he give up his country with- 
out a pang? How could he look 
forward to an Indian climate with- 
out apprehension—not, indeed, for 
himself, (for of himself he was 
ever prodigal,) but for his wife 
and child? Still a splendid oppor- 
tunity of usefulness was offered 
him; and accustomed as he was, 
in a degree quite characteristic, to 
recognize the superintending hand 
of Providence in all the lesser e- 
vents of life, it was not to be ex- 
pected that in one of the nature 
and magnitude of this, he would 
see itno longer. After much de- 
liberation, he refused the appoint- 
ment, not however without some 
misgiving of heart: he shortly af- 


ter withdrew his refusal, and was | 
then satisfied that he had acted 


right. Secular minds may look, 
and have looked, for the secular 
motives which might have actuat 
ed him; but, in truth, 

He heard a voice they could not hear, 

Which said, no longer stay; 

He saw a hand they could not see, 

Which beckoned him away. 

‘I can say with confidence,’ writes 
he about this time, ‘that I have 
acted for the Jest; and even now 
that the die is cast, I feel no regret 
for the resolution I have taken, 
nor any distrust of the mercies and 
goodness of Providence, who may 
protect both me and mine, and, if 
He sees best for us, bring us back 
again, and preserve our excellent 
friends to welcome us. For Eng- 
land, and the scenes of my earliest 
and dearest recollections, I know 
no better farewell than that of Phi- 
loctetes.’ 

Yet a far better farewell than 
that, was his own; for having re- 
turned to Hodnet for a few weeks 
Vot. VIIL.......No. 12.73 


How could such a 
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to settle his affairs before his final 
departure, on Sunday, 20th April, 
1823, he preached his last sermon 
there, the effect of which, those 
who read it may partly conjecture; 
those who heard it (we are told) 
will never forget. It was printed 
at the earnest request of the con- 
gregation; and as the copies were 
few, and the circulation local, it 
may not probably have fallen into 
the hands of many of our readers: 
we take advantage, therefore, of a 
second edition which has just been 
published, to introduce a passage 
or two from it to their notice.— 
Having spoken in general of the 
vanity of fixing the affections on a 
world where every thing is fleet- 
ing, to the neglect of that Being 
who alone is forever the same, he 
proceeds— 

_‘My ministerial labours among 
you must have an end; I must give 
over into other hands, the task of 
watching over your spiritual wel- 
fare; and many, very many, of those 
with whom I have grown up from 
childhood, in whose society I have 
passed my happiest days, and to 
whom it has been, during more 
than fifteen years, my duty and my 
delight (with such ability as God 
has given me) to preach the Gos- 
pel of Christ, must, in all proba- 
bility, see my face in the flesh no 
more. Under such circumstances, 
and connected with many who now 
hear me by the dearest ties of 
blood, of friendship, and of grati- 
tude, some mixture of regret is ex- 
cusable, some degree of sorrow is 
holy. I cannot, without some 
anxiety for the future, forsake, for 
an untried and arduous field of du- 
ty, the quiet scenes where, during 
so much of my past life, I have en- 
joyed a more than usual share of 
earthly comfort and prosperity; I 
cannot bid adieu to those, with 
whose idea almost every recollec- 
tion of past happiness is connect- 





ed, without many earnest wishes 
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for their welfare, and (I will con- 
fess it) without some severe self- 
reproach, that, while it was in my 
power, I have done so much less 
than I ought to have done, to ren- 
der that welfare eternal. There 
are, indeed, those here who know, 
and there is One, above all, who 
knows better than any of you, how 
earnestly I have desired the peace 
and the holiness of his Church; 
how truly I have loved the people 
of this place; and how warmly I 
have hoped to be the means, in 
His hand, of bringing many ameng 
you to glory. But I am at this 
moment but too painfully sensible, 
that in many things, yea in all, my 
performance has fallen short of my 
principles; that neither privately 
nor publicly have I taught you 
with so much diligence as now 
seems necessary in my eyes: nor 
has my example set forth the doc- 
trines in which I have, however 
imperfectly, instructed you; yet, 
if my zeal has failed in steadiness, 
it never has been wanting in sin- 
cerity. I have expressed no con- 
viction which I have not deeply 
felt; have preached no doctrine 
which I have not stedfastly believ- 
ed: however inconsistent my life, 
its leading object has been your 
welfare—and I have hoped, and 
sorrowed, and studied, and prayed 
for your instruction, and that you 
might be saved. For my labours, 
such as they were, I have been in- 
deed most richly rewarded, in the 
uniform affection and _ respect 
which I have received from my 
parishioners; in their regular and 
increasing attendance in this holy 
place, and at the table of the Lord; 
in the welcome which I have ne- 
ver failed to meet in the houses 
both of rich and poor; in the re- 
gret (beyond my deserts, and be- 
yond my fullest expectations) with 
which my announced departure has 
been received by you; in your ex- 
pressed and repeated wishes for 


BISHOP HEBER. 
> % 
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my welfare and my return; in the 
munificent token of your regard, 
with which I have been this morn- 
ing honoured;* in your numerous 
attendance on the present occasion, 
and in those marks of emotion 
which I witness around me, and in 
which I am myself well nigh con- 
strained to join. For all these, ac- 
cept such thanks as I can pay-~ 
accept my best wishes—accept my 
affectionate regrets—accept the 
continuance of the prayers which I 
have hitherto offered up for you 
daily, and in which, whatever and 
wherever my sphere of duty may 
hereafter be, my congregation of 
Hodnet shall (believe it!) never be 
forgotten.’ 

He then exhorts them, by vari- 
ous considerations, to mutual cha- 
rity and good will; and continues 
in words which (long as our ex- 
tract has already been) we know 
not how to withhold— 

‘Would to God, indeed, I could 
hope to leave you all as truly at 
peace with each other, as I trust 
and believe there is peace between 
me and you! Yet if there be any 
here whom I have at any time of- 
fended, let me entreat his forgive- 
ness, and express the hope that he 
has already forgiven me. If any 
who thinks he has done me wrong, 
(I know of none,) let him be as- 
sured that the fault, if it were one, 
is not only forgiven, but forgotten; 
and let me earnestly entreat you 
all, as it may be the last request 
which I shall ever make, the last 
advice which I shall ever offer to 
you—little children, love one ano- 
ther and forgive one another, even 
as God, for Christ’s sake, hath loy- 
ed and forgiven you.’ 

Having thus taken leave of a pa- 
rish, where he still signified a hope 
that he might lay his bones, he 
hastened again to town to receive 


*A piece of plate had been given to 
Mr. Heber by his parishioners. 
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imposition of hands, and then de- 
part— 

‘My consecration (he writes to a 
friend in the country) is fixed for 
next Sunday; and as the time 
draws near, I feel its awfulness ve- 
ry strongly—far more, I think, than 
the parting which is to follow a 
fortnight after. I could wish (he 
adds) to have the prayers of my 
old congregation, but know not 
well how to express the wish in 
conformity with custom, or with- 
out seeming to court notoriety.’ 

A special general meeting of the 
Society for Promoting Christian 
Knowledge, was now called, and a 
valedictory address to him, pro- 
nounced, in the name of that vene- 
rable body, by the Bishop of Bris- 
tol; an address only yielding in 
beauty (if it does yield) to the re- 
ply which it produced—the one 
dignified, impressive, affectionate; 
the other glowing with all the na- 
tural eloquence of excited feel- 
ings. ( To be continued. ) 


NEW PUBLICATIONS, &c, 
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“The stated meetings of ecclesi- 
astical bodies ought to be more 
strictly religious. Meetings of 
our Sessions, of our Presbyteries, 
of our Synods, and even of the Ge- 
neral Assembly, are mere meetings 
of business, and this business is 
too often done in the spirit of the 
world. Our pious people are un- 
interested, or grieved to see the 
ambitious and litigious spirit 
which too often prevails. Were 
He in whose name we act, to de- 
scend again, and appear in person, 
and witness our proceedings, could 
we expect his approbation? Were 
more time spent in prayer and o- 
ther religious exercises, our busi- 
ness would be as soon done, and 
better done, and we should return 
with a ‘conscience more void of 
offence toward God and toward 
man.’ 35 


[ Philadelphian. 


—_— 


Ritervary and Philosophical kntelligencee. 


New PvuBLicaTIons, 


The Nature of Sin: a Sermon, deliver- 
ed in Newark, New Jersey. By Rev. John 
Ford, A. M. Pastor of the Church at Par- 
sippany, N. J. Newark. 

View of the Progress of Dogmatic His- 
tory: Translated for the Christian Spec- 
tator, from Muenscher’s Handbuch Der 
Dogmengeschichte- Vol. I. Introduc- 
tion, Part. V- 

The Spirit of the Pilgrims. A Sermon 
delivered at Plymouth, December 22, 
1826. By Richard S. Storrs, Pastor of 
the Church in Braintree. 

Hope for the Dying Infant: A Sermon, 
preached Feb. 18, 1827, in the 2d Pres- 
byterian Church, Charleston, S. C. By 
T. Carlton Henry, D. D , 

James Somers, the Pilgrim’s Son. 
Designed for youth. By a Lady of New 
Haven. A. H. Maltby. pp- 77, 16 mo. 

Passages Cited from the Old Testa- 





brew and the Septuagint Version. Ar- 
ranged by the Junior Class in the Theo- 
logical Seminary, Andover, and publish- 
ed at their request, under the Superin- 
tendence of M. Stuart, Associate Profes- 
sur of Sacred Literature. 4to. pp. 39. 
Andover. Flagg & Gould. 

Three hundred and fifty-two Religious 
Letters written between 1636 and 1661, 
by the late Samuel Ruthford, Professor 
of Divinity at St. Andrews: to which is 
prefixed the Life of the Author First 
American from the twelfth Glasgow edi- 
tion. New York. 

Wesley’s Works. New York: J. & 
J. Harper. 10 Vols. 8vo. 


A Commentary on the Epistle to the He- 
brews is in preparation by Prof’r. Stuart, 
of Andover. It will, we understand, be 
prefaced by an Historical and Critical in- 
troduction, containing a refutation of the 





arguments of the German critics who 


ment by the writers of the New Testa-- rit 
have questioned its Pauline origin. 


ment Compared with the Original He- | 
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Liberal Preacher.—Rev. T. R. Sullivan 
of Keene, N. H. proposes to edit a month- 
ly publication of Sermons by living min- 
isters of the Unitarian denommation, with 
the above title. 


Malte Brun’s Universal Geography.— 
The publication of this valuable work has 
been commenced in Philadelphia, with 
additions, in a handsome form, to be af- 
forded to subscribers at the cheap rate 
of $8 in boards. Itis to be comprised in 
four royal octavo volumes of about 500 
pages each, and the first contains several 
engraved sheets. The editor intends to 
add the results of the most important re- 
cent expeditions for discovery, &c. 


Mr. Sotheby, the translator of Virgil, 
has brought out a magnificent polyglot 
edition of the Georgics, in folio; which is 
not only a superb specimen of typogra- 
phy, but affords an interesting opportu- 
nity of contrasting the powers of the 
several European dialects. The Georgics 
are printed in five languages besides the 
original. The German, by Voss, is the 
most powerful and close, being given 
line for line, throughout the whole. The 
version of the English poet yields only in 
this point; and surpasses most of them in 
giving a faithful and spirited version of 
the original. The Spanish is the most 
periphrastic—and the Italian and French | 
most frequently fail in rendering the true | 
sense. 








Perkin’s Steam Engine.—The London | 
J.iterary Gazette states, that Mr. Perkins | 
has at length got rid of the only obstacle | 
which presented itself against the action | 
of his immensely powerful steam engine 
—that of effecting nearly a perfect va- 
cuum under the foot of the piston, by 
which means the whole power or elasti- 
city of the steam from the induction pipe 
is allowed to operate without resistance. 


The valuable collection of MSS. of the 
traveller Bruce, which were obtained by 
him in Egypt and Abyssinia, are about 
to be offered for sale: they consist of 
nearly 100 volumes, in high preserva- 
tion.— Christian Observer. 


English papers announce the publica- 
tion of the Apocalypse of St. John: or 
Prophecy of the Rise, Progress, and Fall 
of the Church of Rome, the Inquisition, 
the French Revolution, the Universal 
War, and the final triumph of Christiani- 
ty; being a New Interpretation.—By the 
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Rey. George Croly, A. M- H. R. 8S. L. 


Comepy anv TraGepy.—Baron Hol- 
barch, in a conversation on theatrical 
works, thus describes comedy and trage- 
dy: —“The business of comedy is always 
a marriage, and that of a tragedy—a 
murder. All the intrigue turns on this 
question, shall they marry, or shall they 
not marry?—shall they kill or not kill? 
They shall marry, they shall kill, and so 
ends the first act; they shall not marry, 
they shall not kill, concludes the second 
act. A new means of marrying and kill- 
ing presents itself, which is the substance 
of the third act. A new difficulty arises, 
and prevents the marriage, and the mur- 
der, and this forms the fourth act. At 
length, wearied with the contest, they 
marry and they kill, which completes the 
piece.”—Literary Chronicle. 


Metgoric Stones-—WWVashville, May 
19.—An occurrence took place in this 
vicinity on the 9th inst., which deserves 
to be publicly noticed. Some large 
stones fell with immense velocity in Sum- 
ner county, about 18 miles from Nash- 
ville, and sank into the earth with great 
force. One of them, weighing between 
five and six pounds, fell upon the farm of 
the Rev. Mr. Kirkpatrick, a respectable 
gentleman, whose son was in the field at 
the time, and saw it as it descended with 
aloud noise through the air. On strik- 
ing the ground, it produced a great con- 
cussion, and sank several inches beneath 
the surface of the earth. The other, 
which descended about the same time, 
fell upon a hard grass lot, and buried it- 
self 10 or 12 inches in the ground. It is 
said to weigh about twelve pounds. 
The noise, resembling that of thunder or 
distant cannon, was distinctly heard 10 
or 12 miles from the spot where the 
stones fell, and by some probably at a 
still greater distance. We presume the 
stones will be brought to Nashville, and 
submitted to an analysis, in order to as- 
certain the peculiar nature of their com- 
position. 

(cP Since writing the above, Mr. Peter 
Ketring, a gentleman of high respecta- 
bility and undecubted veracity, has called 
upon us with the following communica- 
tion from his father-in-law, the Rev. 
Hugh Kirkpatrick, which confirms sub- 
stantially, the statement given above, 
with some additional details. 


TO THE EDITOR OF THE NATIONAL BANNER, 
I will now give you a statement, as cor- 
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rect as is within my power, respecting a 
phenomenon which has taken place in 
my neighbourhood. In doing this, I will 
confine myself to facts, and submit them 
to Philusophers tv explain. 

On Wednesday, the 9th inst, about 4 
o’clock, P. M., the day being as clear as 
usual, my son and servants were planting 
corn in the field, they heard suddenly a 
report similar to a cannon, which was 
continued in the air resembling that of a 
battle, the firing of cannon, or muskets 
by platoons, and the beating of drums. 
Some small clouds made a terrific ap- 
pearance with a trail of black smoke, 
from which came (no doubt) a number 
of stones, with a loud whizzing noise, 
which siruck the earth like that of a pon- 
derous body. One of these stones my 
son heard fall about fifty yards from 
where he was. In its descent to the 
ground, it struck a pawpaw tree about 
the size of a small handspike, and tore it 
to pieces like lightning, by which means 
he immediately found the spot, and there 
saw the stone about eight or ten inches 
under ground, which weighed five 
pounds and a quarter; Mr. James Dugger 
was present. They state that the stone 


was cold, but had the scent of sulphur. 


On the same day and about the same 
time, my son-in-law, Mr. Peter Ketring, 
with his hands, was in a field about one 
mile distant, when a stone fell which 
weighed eleyen pounds and a half. This 
took place near him, his wife, and three 
other women. A number of respectable 
men were present when it was found and 
taken up; it was twelve inches under 
ground. I have seen one that fell at Mr. 
David Garret’s, on Station Camp, and 
part of one that fell at Mr. John Bone’s. 
I have also heard of one more that has 
been found. These stones are perfectly 
similar, glazed with a thick black crust, 
and bear the marks of having passed 
through a body of fire and black smoke. 
Many gentlemen have been excited with- 
in afew days to come to my house and 
see them, and say they never saw such 
before. At the request of some gentle- 
men, I took them to Gallatin on Monday 
last, which was the first day of our coun- 
ty court, where they were shown pub- 
licly. I design to send the largest of 
them to Nashville ina few days. Yours, 
respectfully, Hvuea KirkraTRick- 

Drake’s Creek, Sumner Co, May 16, 
1827- 


ENORMOUS BONEs. 
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{From the Charleston Courier.] 


Extract of a letter from a Medical Gen. 
tleman in New Orleans, to his friend in 
this city. 


New Onrteans, 4th April, 1827. 

The bones at present exhibiting in 
this city, I cannot but consider, in com- 
mon with every one who has seenthem, 
as one of the greatest curiosities in Na- 
tural History. They evidently once be- 
longed to an animal, or rather, I should 
say, a monster, whose species, like that 
of the Mammoth, has long since become 
extinct. Ifthe creature who once wield- 
ed them be not of antediluvian age, we 
can scarcely conceive how the tradition 
of its existence has not been preserved: 
but the tale, however, may once have 
been told, and might have even now 
been familiar to us, but for the ignorance, 
and rapacity of the original Spanish set- 
tlers. These bones were discovered by 
accident, in one of the extensive prairies 
near the mouth of the Mississippi, and 
contain the following portions, to wit: 
fifteen or twenty vertebre; one of the 
bones of the cranium; two ribs, and a part 
of a third, one thigh bone; two or three 
bones of the leg; and several large masses 
of cancellated structure. 

To what description of animal these 

once belonged, remains yet to be deter- 
mined, and until more of the skeleton be 
discovered, any opinion on this point can 
be but idle conjecture. Although it is 
evident these could have composed but 
a small part of the animal, yet still, they 
are sufficient to assure us (as will appear 
in the description I shall attempt to give 
of them) that the monster of which they 
formed a part, must have been of enor- 
mous dimensions, of a size, indeed, which 
to those who have not seen the speci- 
mens before us, would border on the fa- 
bulous. 
* To begin with the vertebra; these are 
regularly formed, and in a tolerable state 
of preservation.—They have a body, and 
oblique, transverse, and spinous proees- 
ses. The mean diameter of the bodies 
of the vertebre measure sixteen inches, 
and they are twelve inches in depth.—. 
The passage of the spinal marrow is 9 
by 6 inches; the spinous processes stand 
off, backwards and downwards, fourteen 
inches in the dorsal, somewhat less in 
the lumbac vertebrz, three of which lat- 
ter are entire; the bodies still retain their 
annular tip of hard bone, and have the 
general aspect of those of other animals, 
but of gigantic proportion. 
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2d.—The cranial bone, which is among | 
the collection, measures, inits greatest | 
length, twenty feet and some inches, and | 
three or four feet in its extreme width, 
tapering to a point, and of the enormous 
weight of twelve hundred pounds! 

From its shape and general appear- 
ance, ! should call it the temporal bone, 
and what confirms me in this belief is a 
large process standing out in an oblique 
direction from its dorsum, bearing a 
strong resemblance to the zygomatic 
process in man, and other animals. Be- 
hind this process, say about one foot, in- 
deed I may say at its root, is a large fo- 
ramen passing through the bone, and 
opening inwardly, which possibly may 
have been for the exit of some large 
nerve, or the passage of an artery. It is 
the opinion of several that the process 
above mentioned, was a weapon of de- 
fence for the animal, but this, though a 
plausible conjecture, I cannot subscribe 
to, inasmuch as there are on the dorsum 
of what I would call the squamous por- 
tion, or ala, a number of ruge or furrows, 
which were evidently formed by the at- 
tachment of muscles; and as these fur- 
rows all radiate towards this process, I 
cannot but regard it in the manner I 
have expressed above. Still, however, 
candour cautions me not to insist on 
what I have said to the contrary, for 
having had as yet but few opportunities 
for the prosecution of the study of com- 
parative anatomy, I cannot say that the 
peculiarities, which this process pre- 
sents, may not justify the opinion, that | 
it is a weapon of defence. These pecu- 
liarities are few, and 1 shall briefly state 
them. The process is of triangular and | 
pyramidal shape, with its base attached 
to the main bone, and having its flat sur- 
faces grooved its whole length. It pro- 
jects from the bone, about one foot from 
the foramen above mentioned, forming | 
with it a very acute angle, and running 
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'in the same direction with the tapering 
extremity of the main bone. Its struc- 
ture does not differ, so far as I have ex- 

| amined it, from other bones, and instead 
of being of the close compact texture 

| we would look for, were this process a 

| weapon of defence, it is cancellated with 

merely an external covering of hard bone. 
| The internal surface or costa of this bone 

‘is smooth, and has several furrows form- 

_ ed by the ramifications of what I suppose 

|to have been the meningeal artery.— 

| The squamous structure is very distinct, 
| and there is evidently a petrous portion. 
| This bone has, towards its pointed extre- 

'mity, a hard external and comparatively 

| thin vitreous internal table, with the in- 

| termediate Diploe. 

| 3d.—The ribs are well formed, and in 

| a perfect state of preservation, measuring 

; nine feet along the curve, and about 

three inches in thickness. 

4th.—The thigh bone is short, being 
no longer than one foot six inches, but 
very thick. The head of this bone is 
fully as large as that of an infant six 
months of age. 

Sth:—The bones of the leg are as long 
though not as thick as that of the thigh. 

I should not omit to mention that three 
of the teeth are also exhibited, which 
are of the canine shape, six inches in 
length. 

Of the nature or species of this mon- 
ster, we have yet to learn. It has been 
conjectured that it was amphibious, per- 
haps of crocodile species, and in this 
opinion I certainly concur, inasmuch as 
the great length and flatness of the head, 
(judging from the specimen of cranial 
bone,) and shortness of the feet, would 
justify such an idea, It has been stated 
as the calculation of a professor of the 
Transylvania University, that the animal 
when alive, could not have measured less 
than 25 feet around the body, and 130 
feet in length. 
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In the last number of this work, p. 155, 
some account was given of the character 
and influence of the Seminary at Palam- 


ntelligence. 


Some additional extracts will be inserted 
here from the same journal, showing the 
progress of Christianity in that town, and 
the district around it. 

The success of missionary efforts in this 
part of India has been great. In 1823 
the attention to religious instruction in- 
creased; and in August of that year, 








cottah for the education of native youths. 


eight persons, who had for several years 











been impressed with the truth of the 
Gospel, had forsaken idolatory, been in- 
structed in Christianity, and suffered 
many cruelties from their heathen neigh- 
bours, were baptized. In October of 
the same year, people came from a vil- 
lage afterwards called Arooloor, begging 
to be instructed in Christianity, as they 
found no satisfaction in heathenism. A 
brahmin, who owned the village, gave 
them ground on which to build a chapel, 
and Christian instruction was furnished. 
In December, David, a Christian native, 
went to Satangkoolam to preach and 
read Tracts, and 21 families decided to 
embrace Christianity. Great persecution 
was suffered, but many families continu- 
ed to renounce idolatry, and to desire to 
hear the word of God, and become Chris- 
tians, whatever might befall them. Ear- | 
nest requests for Christian instruction | 
continued to be sent to the Missionaries | 
from neighbouring villages, until they, | 
unable to attend to the instruction of so 

many themselves, were obliged to select | 
some of the most pious young men in their 





Seminary, to go and teach the word of |! 


God. These went forth, and found a rea- 
dy reception, and great willingness to 
hear and learn among all They also vi- 
sited the most famous places of idolatry 
during the heathen feasts—discoursing, 
and reading, and distributing Tracts and 
Gospels to vast crowds, many of whom 
expressed themselves much pleased at 
the new light which they received by 
these instructions. 


In about three months from the 
time when our young men were 
sent out thus,—the missionaries 
say,—the villages in which new 
congregations had arisen, were no 
less than ninety; and they have now 
(in September 1825,) increased to 
one hundred and twenty-five; in 
these villages more than @ thou- 
sand families are under Christian 
instruction. 

The following causes may have 
operated, under the blessing of 
God, to bring about this change in 
the minds of the people— 

1. The preaching of the Gospel 
py ourselves and our native assist- 
ants. 2.° The distribution of 
Tracts. 3. The intercourse of the 
heathen with our new congrega- 
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tions, and with the native Chris- 
tians of the Tanjore mission; who 
were formerly 10,000, though re- 
duced, from various causes, in the 
last fifteen years, to less than half 
that number. 4. The attention 
paid to the grievances of the Chris- 
tians. 5. The liberation of the 
om from various burdensome 
abours which they had to perform 
at the idolatrous festivals. 

Under the sufferings of which I 
have spoken, our peopie were, from 
the beginning, exhorted to exer- 
cise patience and forbearance to- 
ward their enemies, as it becomes 


|| professors of Christianity; and I 


must say that they have endured 
much. Though, in cases where 
application for redress seemed ne- 
cessary to the maintenance of pub- 


| lic peace and justice, they received 


relief; yet, in the meanwhile, they 
endured beatings, spoliation, and 
wanton imprisonments, with a 
steadfastness which I cannot but 
ascribe to a reality in their Chris- 
tian profession. 


The readiness of the Natives to re- 
nounce Idolatry. 


The following extracts, taken from the 
journal of Messrs. Khenius and Schmid, 
show how the light of the Gospel diffus- 
ed among the natives, has operated to 
destroy all reliance on their idolatrous 
rites, and to create in them a disgust for 
their foolish superstitions. Whey see that 
all the ceremonies and doctrines of pa- 
ganism, are unmeaning and without ef- 


‘fect; and they often say to the Missiona- 


ries, that they “are tired of having no re- 
ligion,”—-that they “are ignorant;--they 
have been so long like beasts; but they 
now wish to be instructed in the know- 
ledge of the living God.” 


Two men came from Pooliyoor- 
kooritchy, near Nanganchery, re- 
questing, in the name of 26 fami- 
lies, to be received into the Chris- 
tian church. On inquiry, they 
said, that they had trusted in idols 
and devils, and lived in lies and 
deceit; but that they had seen no 
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advantage from it: they were, after 
all, miserable; and therefore wished 
to know and serve God. They had 
first become acquainted with these 
things some months ago, when they 
heard our young men read Tracts 
in the street along our compound; 
and they afterward had conversa- 
tion with our people in their neigh- 
borhood on the subject. After all 
the searching which I have made 
into their views and designs, I can- 
not but say, at present, that they 
are sincere: their answers to my 
inquiries were very pleasing. One 
of the men had still his amulet on 
his arm: during our conversation I 


adverted to it, asking him whether | 


he still placed confidence in such | 
things. He assured me that all 
such confidence had vanished from 
his:mind, and that he wished only 
to trustin the living God. Hiscom- 
panion instantly broke the string, 
and the man himself delivered the 
whole into my hands. This amu- 
jet had been ten years upon his arm. 


Thus the Redeemer’s kingdom is |, 
'head-man requested me to witness 


| the destruction of another temple 


enlarging, from day to day; the 
word of the Lord is spreading; and 
ihe Tracts are being read all over 
the country. 

Some of the people of Kovin- 
dapaty, a shanar village near the 
mountains, brought me to their 
former temple of Peroomal, which 
they have converted into a place of 
Christian worship. The stony 
idol was cast out, and laying out- 
side, to be worshipped no more.— 
What a sight!—an idol, which se- 
veral generations have worshipped 
as God, now cast out as a thing 
for nought! “We have so long,” 
said they, “worshipped this stone, 
from ignorance; but we see now 
that it was vanity and sin.” I 
asked whether they were not a- 
fraid, when they tore it out of the 
ground. “No,” said they; “why 
should wé be afraid? If it were 
God, it would have reproved us 
when we cast it out; but itis only 
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a stone taken from yonder moun- 
tains. No; we wish to learn the 
way of the living God, and to serve 
Him.” My palanquin boys were 
astonished at the sight; and I trust 
have received fresh excitement to 
forsake their idols, at Palamcottah 
too. I blessed God for the fulfil- 
ment of his promises. In the 
evening, the little place was filled 
with men and women, both from 
this village and from two neigh- 
bouring hamlets. I preached to 
them till late. There are a few 
other smaller temples here, which 
they intend to break down to-mor- 
row. The head shanar here has 





| On the next day Mr. Rhenius writes— 


Outside of 
_ was a small Ammen temple, which 





been long the principal servant of 
_the devil in this place, but is now 


‘the foremost in destroying his 


works. The temple in which I 
/now sit, is comparatively small, 
/and with a Palmyra-leaf roof: but 
the Lord of heaven and earth man- 
ifests his presence to us here. 


Breakiast being finished, the 


of his: so we went into the village. 
his compound there 


was already in ruins; but there 
were still the baskets, with the 
‘rings, the corals, the cap, &e. 
which the devotees of Ammen 
used to wear at their idolatrous 
feasts. All these things they col- 
lected together, broke the rings 
with their feet, and then put the 
whole into a fire kindled for the 
purpose. We then went into the 
head-man’s compound, where he 
had a small temple of Dharma Ra- 
jah, built by hisforefathers. Hav- 
ing declared that he was perfectly 
convinced of the folly and wicked- 
ness of idolatrous worship, he laid 
first his hands upon the roof, and 
pulled off a piece, and then the rest 
destroyed it altogether. There are 
still a few more temples here and 




















in the forementioned villages; but, 
on these, the inhabitants, who still 
remain heathens, have a claim: 
those temples they did not touch; 
and I advised them to let them a- 
lone, until they all should turn un- 
to the living God. 

The people having thus destroy- 
ed, of their own accord, these a- 
bominations, we assembled togeth- 
er, to give thanks unto the Lord, 
and to devote ourselves unto Him. 
On this occasion, I informed them 
more particularly of the manner 
in which sin and all trouble came 
into the world, and in which the 
Lord has saved us from sin. The 
dedication of our souls and bodies 
to the living God, in Christ Jesus, 
was solemn. They afterward sign- 
ed a paper, declaring the reality of 
their intention to serve Him. They 
were glad at all thev did; and at 
the prospect of being now mere 
fully instructed in’ the things per- 
taining to God and Christ Jesus.— 
There are, in all these three villa- 
ges, at present, twenty-one families 








which have thus dedicated them- 
selves to God. What has he 
wrought in this wilderness! Bless- 
ed be his name for the fulfilment of 
his promises! These things were 
marvellous to my eyes. 


Again:— 
The head-man in Amandavana- 
koody, who is, I trust, an humble | 
and true believer, related, among | 
other things, that several of the 
congregation had hid their idola- 
trous pictures, kc. “Now,” said ' 
he, “when I found that out, and , 
saw from it, they were half for our | 
Saviour, and half for idols, I strong- | 
ly reproved them, and took their : 
idolatrous pieces, and tore and 
burned them in their presence, 
telling them that the Lord will not | 
bless them if they are half-minded. 
I told them further, saying, ‘When 
I come to you in your distresses” 
and pray for you, how can the] 
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Lord hear me, if you secretly keep 
such wicked things? He will not 
hear me, and I shall be discouraged 
thereby.’”’ This simple relation 
of his was affecting. He declared 
also, that those who willingly put 
away such things, have been reliev- 
ed from their distresses. 

As soon as I arrived at Poodoo- 
patcherry, the inhabitants brought 
me the head of a female deity, 
made of earth, which they had de- 
stroyed as soon as they had heard 
that I was coming. They had de- 
stroyed four or five other idols, the 
ruins of which I saw when I went 
to inspect the ground where they 
propose to build achurch. Two 
brothers, and a near relation to 
them, owners of much ground, and 
who had heen hitherto zealous 
idolaters, have renounced idolatry, 
and offer freely, as much ground 
as is necessary for building a 
Church, and for forming a village 
of Christians. Twenty-one fami- 
lies of Poodoopatcherry and the 
surrounding villages have already 
given their hand-writing, and will 
' settle in the new village as soon as 
possible. About fifty more intend 
| to come over also, but they have 
| not yet given their hand-writing to 
that effect. 





Their Desire for Instruction in 
Christianity. 





After the contempt for idolatry, ex- 
pressed in the preceding paragraphs, 


| and the uneasiness manifested at being 


| without any religion, we are prepared to 
| see the natives eager to obtain Christian 
| teachers, and tracts, and books, 


In the evening, the applications 
for Tracts increased considerably, 
and some of the people troubled 
me much for large books, where a 
full account of Christianity is giv- 
en. A heathen said that he lived 
in a place where there were many 
Roman Catholics, and he wished 
to be put in the way of refuting 
their errors. A brahmin, after 
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having received, on his urgent re- 
quest, a part of the New Testament, 
asked me, whether these books 
were not, in some way or other, in- 
juriousto him as abrahmin. I re- 
plied, that, as it is the particular 
business and calling of the brah- 
minical tribe to be the teachers of 
the nation, they ought the more 
carefully to search after truth, and 
to study all those books from 
which they may hope to derive an 
increase of knowledge: which an- 
swer seemed to satisfy him. One 
came, in company with a small 
troop, evidently with the purpose 
ef raising objections; but, after 
having been silenced, he listened 
attentively to my admonition to 
seek the truth, which can only be 
found in Jesus. 

Arrived, next day, at Moodoo- 
petta, a large village inhabited by 
many Mahommedans. A _ boy 
showed us a choultry, at some dis- 
tance from the place; which was 
rather a disappointment to me, as 
I feared that I should have little to 
do. I tried, therefore, an expedi- 
ent, which was contrary to my ge- 
neral principle, viz: I gave a num- 
ber of Tracts to the boy who had 
shown us the way, requesting him 
to show them to the people in the 
village; and to inform, that I would 
give more Tracts to those who 
would come out and fetch them.— 
During breakfast, I saw a multi- 
tude of natives gathering at a pret- 
ty good distance from us. I after- 
ward went to them, but they retir- 
ed as I approached, and it was 
with difficulty that I made them 
stand. In order to gain their con- 
fidence, I began a _ conversation 
with them. Soon after, some came 
and begged for books. After this, 
I had scarcely a moment’s rest the 
whole day, so great a desire for 
Tracts had been excited in them. 
I took care to explain to them the 
contents of the Tracts, which gave 
me ,the best opportunity to ac- 














quaint them fully with the plan of 
salvation. The nearer my time of 
leaving the place approached, the 
more urgent became.the desire of 
the crowd after whole sets of 
Tracts; and especially large books, 
explaining fully the nature of 
Christianity. The schoolmaster 
of the place, a very friendly and 
well-looking brahmin, pleaded his 
station. The native officer in the 
Cutcherry, said he wished to read 
these books to the people in the 
Cutcherry, and therefore requested 
a large book. Several Mahomme- 
dans and others said that they 
were from different villages, and 
should never have an opportunity 
to obtain such books, unless I gave 
them now. The avidity with which 
the police officer and others seized 
the parts of the Gospel which I 
gave them, evinced the earnestness 
of their desire. If I had not had 
some proofs to the contrary, I 
should have surmised that the pa- 
lanquin-bearers had persuaded the 
people to request me thus to give 
them large books, that my palan- 
quin might become soon lighter. 
I became quite fatigued; and was 
glad when we got into the palan- 
quin, in order to continue our jour- 
ney. I was afraid all my Tracts 
would go. Our way ited us again 
through the village; and I was 
quite amazed at the multitude of 
people who crowded round my pa- 
lanquin, crying out for Tracts. 


Mr. Rhenius writes on one occasion,— 


To-day was a day of sowing 
much spiritual seed, along the road 
passing by our compound. A 
great number of people returning 
this morning from a feast in the 
fort, our young missionaries were 
early engaged with them, near the 
gates and under thetrees. During 
the forenoon, I also took a station 
under a tree; and there might be 
seen three or four congregations 
in the line of the road, at the same 
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time, hearing the good tidings of 
salvation: it reminded. me of the 
long chapel at Otaheite. The de- 
sire of the people after Tracts was 
very great; and a large number 
have been distributed; some even 
were paid for—a trifle indeed— 
still something. The brahmins, 
in particular, were eager for 
Tracts. Oh may the Holy Spirit 
follow this preaching and these 
books to their homes! On account 
of this blessed work, but few semi- 
narists remain at liberty; and con- 
sequently there were no regular 
lessons this forenoon. The peo- 
ple generally admit that their idol- 
atry is vain, and that they ought 
to know the true God. 


Again the same missionary writes,— 


Four head-men came from Pa- 
dookkoopetty, requesting me to go 
to their place, as they, with a num- 
ber of other families, wished to be 
saved from sin, and learn the way 
of Christianity. I had an interest- 
ing conversation with them; from 
which it appeared that they had 
come to this resolution in conse- 
quence of the communications 
which they had had with our peo- 
ple at Satangkoolam. They said, 
“The idols which we have hither- 
to worshipped, cannot do us any 
good; therefore we have left them, 
and wish to know and serve the 
living and true God.” They seem 
to have no other object in view, 
but to be saved. I accordingly 
proceeded to their village toward 
the evening, and found it to be a 
large place, containing about 1000 
houses: after sunset, people of va- 
rious castes came together, proba- 
bly from curiosity, whom I ad- 
dressed: it was a large assembly. 
One aged man was particularly 
pleased with what he heard, saying 
that he had already heard of these 
things at Palamcottah, in our 
schools, and, as a by-stander, at 
our chapel there on Sundays: he 
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expressed a great desire to be sav- 
ed, to know true wisdom, and to be 
baptized immediately. Afterward 
the candidates for baptism assem- 
bled, whom I instructed in the way 
of salvation, concluding with pray- 
er; a large number of other people 
sat around, who also received 
Tracts. The rising congregation 
here amounts to thirty souls, in- 
cluding wives and children. Are 
not the fields ripe for the harvest? 
Do they not flock as doves to their 
windows? Do they not come and 
say, Come! and let us learn the way 
of Jehovah? 

I proceeded early next day to 
Secadivally. I had the pleasure 
to find a school and prayer-house, 
already built by the people them- 
selves; all indeed simple, but suffi- 
ciently commodious. Besides the 
ten families of our congregation, 
there came about ten native Chris- 
tian men from Taravey, a neigh- 
bouring village, attached to the 
Tanjore mission; and some Moore- 
mans from another village. I 
preached on John iii. 16. Some 
of our people immediately asked 
for baptism; but I thought it ad- 
visable still todelay it. In the af- 
ternoon, I had them again all to- 
gether, with their wives, and in- 
structed them on baptism and 
prayer; they begged hard for a 
permanent teacher: the Lord grant 
them the spirit of prayer! I saw 
the place where formerly their 
idol stood: it is now a foot-fath, 
and nothing of it remains. Toward 
the evening, I proceeded to Panda- 
rapooram: here I had, likewise, 
the pleasure of finding a building 
erected for the assembling of the 
congregation, which has now in- 
creased to seventeen families.— 
Nearly the whole village came to- 
gether to hear the word of God, 
and I had a very pleasant evening 
with them: I preached on Gal. v. 
22; about twenty women were pre- 
sent. I must again exclaim, Lo! 




















568 CHURCH MISSIONARY SOCIETY, JULY, 


the wilderness rejoices! and, indeed, 
we sang the praises of the Most 
High. 


Results, 


The following paragraphs show, that 
this desire for instruction in Chrivtianity 
is not merely a fondness for novelty; but 
that the truths of the Gospel are really 
understood, and the power of them felt, 
so far as to produce in the natives, in 
many instances, much thoughtfulness, 
accompanied by a forsaking of their sin- 
ful practices, and great steadfastness un- 
der persecution. The Spirit of God 
makes them not forgetful hearers, but 
doers of the word. 


Several young men came, and 
inquired, in reference to the ser- 
mon, ‘‘How may we know that we 
are dead with Christ, and alive 
with him?” because Asirvadam, 
who has much to do with works, 
and cannot yet rejoice in believing, 
has puzzled them about the sub- 
ject. It was a profitable conversa- 
tion; and the inquirers, it seems, 
got fresh evidence of true faith un- 
to salvation. 

Afterward came Kistnen, a hea- 
then boy, whom we received about 
six months ago into the seminary, 
(he is a son of the head palanquin- 
bearer in Palamcottah,) and who 
was for a long time much addicted 
to lying and stealing, but got bet- 
ter of it two or three months ago; 
he said, “Sir, you exhorted us, the 
other evening, to examine our- 
selves, whether Christ Jesus could 
rejoice over us or not, (according 
to Is. Ixi. 3.) Now, when I exam- 
ined myself that evening, I found 
that the Lord Jesus could not re- 
joice over me, because I do not do 
agreeably to his word: I am still 
sinning, and do not hearken to the 
advice of my teacher. I was very 
much troubled on that account, 
and was weeping the greater part 
of the night. I have since also 
read, that, at the great judyment- 
day, the Lord Jesus will send 





those who have been like goats in- 
to hell: this likewise has made me 
afraid.’ Oh, tell me what I shall 
do to be saved?” This he said 
with tears in his eyes. This in- 
stance of awakening was as unex- 
pected as it was joyful tome. I 
directed him to the fountain of pu- 
rification. Praised be the Lord 
for this new evidence of the power 
of his word! He also told me, 
that when he visits his relations on 
Sundays, they trouble him to wor- 
ship their idols, which he is afraid 
to do. David heard our conversa- 
tion; and said, after Kistnen was 
gone, “Well, this cannot be but 
from God!” 


Again Mr. Rhenius writes,— 


At Satangkoolam, I found the 
preparations for the church going 
on: it is to be 63 feet by 21. Itis 
indeed building in troublous times. 
The congregation met in the fore- 
noon; as it was market-day, not all 
could come. Oneof the members, 
who has an irritable temper, had 
been guilty in giving way to it on 
a certain occasion: he is greatly 
humbled on that account, and feel- 
ingly confessed his fault: the ad- 
monition which this circumstance 
occasioned, will I trust be blessed 
of the Lord. As it was Ascension- 
Day, I preached to them on that 
subject; after which, from the text 
for the day, Ask what I shall give 
unto thee, 1 took occasion to in- 
quire of every person present what 
they would ask from the Lord Je- 
sus, supposing he should appear to 
them and put the question to them. 
It was interesting to hear the seve- 
ral replies—two or three men said, 
that they would ask him for their 
necessary food and raiment; some 
would ask him for a place in Hea- 
ven; the majority, both of men and 
women, were for asking him for a 
good understanding of his word, 





desire for it, and a good heart; a 
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few would ask both for bodily and 
spiritual blessings. On these 
statements, I exhorted and advised 
them. 

In the evening, I preached to 
them on Matt. vi. 24, and Mark 
viii. 34. On this occasion, I gave 
them some particular directions 
about their conduct; especially in 
reference to the Sabbath. One of 
them, when he had traded on a Sun- 
day, not only had received no ad- 
vantage from it, but felt smitten in 
his conscience, so as to make him 
resolve todosono more. Another 
had gone on a Sunday to work at 
his palmyra trees, when he was 
led by a circumstance which hap- 
pened, to feel that he was doing 
wrong; and he came instantly 
home, confessing his fault with 
sorrow. One man seems to be of- 
ten deeply affected by the word: 
when called upon to repeat the 
text, he often does it kneeling; oc- 
casionally he hears a great part of 
the sermon kneeling: he has a ve- 
ry irritable temper, but soon feels 
and acknowledges his fault: this 
probably is a means of making him 
contrite. On the whole, we have 
much reason to rejoice over this 
people. There were about twen- 
ty-five women present, whose at- 
tention was remarkable; and seve- 
ral of whom expressed themselves 
very joyful at the knowledge of the 
blessed Gospel. 


While at Tinnevelly, Mr. Rhenius 
3ays,— 


Yesterday and to-day, I had to 
do with the people from the villa- 
ges, who related the various perse- 
cutions which they have to endure. 
Our young evangelists were, here 
and there, witnesses of those griev- 
ous things. In some places, per- 
sons of higher caste, who have 


long been only the agents of some | 


proprietors of low caste, pretend 
now to be proprietors themselves, 
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and endeavour to establish them- 
selves in the possession of such 
lands by various frauds; or they 
will instigate the labourers of the 
real proprietors to refuse labour 
and rent. In other places, the ene- 
mies will hire the maravers (i. e. 
the public watchmen) to rob the 
houses of the Christians, to injure 
their fields and their palmyratrees, 
and to way-lay and beat or rob 
them. In other villages, the pub- 
lic officers, whether peons, or mi- 
rasdars, or tasildars, will demand 
taxes from them which they for- 
merly did not, or demand more 
than they ought, or give no re- 
ceipts for what they have actually 
received; or will insist upon their 
paying money for their idols and 
temples. The vexation and trou- 
ble and loss which the people have 
to suffer, are certainly not small; 
and though they get justice ren- 
dered them at last, their perseve- 
rance in Christianity is, at least in 
some degree, a proof that they have 
not embraced Christianity simply 
or merely for the sake of worldly 
advantages. The Lord make them 
to see, more and more, that the 
gain of eternal riches is far more 
desirable than all the perishing 
riches of this world! 


The same missionary says, of another 
congregation,— 


In the evening, I preached to the 


congregation of Arooloor. Pre- 
viously to going to rest, I could 
not but reflect with wonder upon 
what God has wrought in this wil- 
derness. A year ago, when I was 
here for the first time, there was 
no Christian place of worship, no 
Christian village or congregation, 
excepting that some had just come 
forward to forsake idolatry. Now, 
these things are realized, and the 
praises of the Redeemer resound 
from between these palmyra trees! 
A chapel is there; and a street of 
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worshippers of the true God is 
formed: they have stood the fiery 
trial of persecution. They appear 
to delight in the word of God, and 
begin to walk worthy of the Gos- 
pel: more than that—the sound 
thereof spreads around in this re- 
gion; and, from various places, peo- 
ple come to hear it. Shall we not 
be thankful? 


Remarkable instance of Retentive 
Memofy,. 


I have lately witnessed a remark- 
able instance of a wonderfully re- 
tentive memory in a young brah- 
min from Ramnad. Three days 
ago, a gentleman wrote a sentence 
in English, (of which language the 
brahmin knew nothing,) contain- 
ing thirty syllables; each syllable 
was numbered in order: all the 
syllables with their numbers were 
told him—not in their proper or- 
der, but skipping from three to 


twenty, then to six, and so on: 
when the whole sentence was fin- 
ished, the brahmin, arranging the 
numbers in his head in regular or- 
der, told the sentence word for 


word. To-day, we wrote him an 
English sentence of sixty-nine sy]l- 
tables, and proceeded in telling him 
the numbers as before: while this 
was going on, I wrote a sentence in 
Hebrew, containing fourteen sylla- 
bles, telling him the numbers in 
the same skipping manner: while 
this was proceeding, he repeated 
to us the sentence which he had 
heard three days ago; and when 
the numbers of the new English 
and Hebrew sentences were finish- 
ed, he told us both of them in a 
regular order, as if he had read 
them from a book. This was cer- 
tainly a prodigious memory, and 
astonished us all. 


The preceding extracts are from a 
journal written during the year 1825.— 
ft eppens from the survey of this mis- 
sion in the Missionary Register for Fe- 
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bruary, 1827, that sixteen of the congre- 
gations connected with this mission, are 
under the care of as many regular teach- 
ers, thirteen of whom are native cate- 
chists. For several of these congrega- 
tions, there are places of worship; some 
of which have been erected by the na- 
tives themselves, and some are temples 
of idols converted into temples of the living 
God. 


—==3 
WESLEYAN MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 


Conversion and Bapfitism of a Priest 
of Buddhu, 


Mr. Clough gives the following account 
of the Conversion and Baptism of a Bud- 
duhist Priest. 

About six years ago, our Assis- 
tant Missionary, Mr. Salmon, met 
this Priest in the prison at Matura, 
visiting a native man condemned 
to die: the one had gone to impart 
the consolations of Heathenism to 
the poor man; the other, to recom- 
mend Christ the Saviour of the 
World. A little controversy took 
place between them in the cell, on 
the great question of a Saviour: 
the Missionary at length challeng- 
ed the Priest to produce a single 
proof, from any of their sacred 
books, that such a character was 
to be found in them for man: the - 
Priest, although young at that time, 
was a man of rising eminence, a 
most notorious opposer of the 
Truth, and laboured in every pos- 
sible way to thwart the operations 
of the Missionaries. On this oc- 
casion he felt highly indignant at 
the challenge of the Native Mis- 
sionary; and went to his temple 
with a resolution to examine their 
books for proofs to contradict him, 
and continued his search for two 
years in vain. 

About this time he went to a vil- 
lage in the Gallee District, to meet 
the High Priest of Kandy, who had 
come down to perform some great 
ceremony on an important occa- 
sion, Here he, met with another 
Missionary, who presented him 
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with a copy of the New Testament 
in Cingalese: this he took to his 
temple and read; but it was four 
years before the pride of his heart 
would allow him to divulge the 
struggle that was going on in his 
mind. The rank which he held in 
the priesthood (being now second 
in the island), the high reputation 
for learning and acquaintance with 
their religion, and his influence a- 
mong the people, were circumstan- 
ces which induced him long to re; 
sist that light and conviction which 
the reading of the Scriptures had 
conveyed to his mind. 

He ventured, however, at length 
to go to our Missionary, Mr. Sal- 
mon, and make a complete disclo- 
sure of all the workings of his 
mind: but, on repeating his visits 
the thing was soon discovered; and 
an alarm raised; and he was com 
pelled to fly from his temple, and 
take refuge in the house of the 
Missionary. 

As his intentions remained no 
longer a secret, every means was 
used to frustrate his design of be- 
coming a Christian. The Priests 
wrote a letter to him, which was 
signed by them all, stating the dis- 
grace that would befall them all if 
he became a Christian—that were 
such a calamity to happen, their 
religion would receive an incurable 
wound, and the Priests would be 
exposed to the contempt and ridi- 
cule of the populace: to this he paid 
no regard. A second document 
then came from them, making him 
an offer of certain temples and e- 
moluments, provided he would a- 
bandon the idea of becoming a 
Christian; this produced no effect; 
when a third came, in which they 
declared, that if he became a Chris- 
tian, they would, by some means, 
or other, deprive him of life. This, 
at first, rather startled him; but on 
advising with the Missionary, he 
resolved to be firm to his purpose, 
and seon gave them a public proof 








of it, running all hazards of the 
consequences. 

After remaining some time learn- 
ing the way of the Lord more per- 
fectly from the Missionaries, he 
became the subject of still more 
important convictions than those 
that affect the mind and judgment; 
namely, convictions of his sinful- 
ness, and need of a Saviour to par- 
don. Being thus prepared, the 
Missionaries thought him a fit sub- 
ject for Christian Baptism. It hap- 
pened to be the time for preaching 
the Mission Anniversary-Sermons 
for that Station: on these occasions, 
large crowds of natives come toge- 
ther; and it is usual for all the Na- 


tive Chiefs, Headmen, and princi-" 


pal native inhabitants, to be pre- 
sent; this, therefore, was the time 
which he chose, that he might 
have an opportunity of witnessing 
a more public confession of the 
name of Jesus. In order that no 
tumult might take place before the 
congregation assembled, his in- 
tended baptism was kept a pro- 
found secret: one of the largest and 
most respectable congregations as- 
sembled that had ever been seen in 
the place; when, after the Liturgy 
had been read, the Priest advanced 
towards the font at the upper end 
of the Church, in the presence of 
the people, disrobed of his priestly 
garment. Mr. Sutherland then 
asked a few appropriate questions, 
to which he gave very satisfactory 
answers; after which, he stood for- 
ward, and addressed himself to the 
congregation, giving his reasons 
for renouncing Budduhism and the 
priesthood, and for embracing 
Christianity. As may be expect- 
ed, this produced a wonderful ef- 
fect; for it is well known that the 
greater part of the people already 
referred to, although Nominal 
Christians, are yet Budduhists in 
their hearts, and rigid supporters 
of that religion. Many of them, 


| however, not only were affected by 
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this unexpected event, but approv- 
ed it; and one of them, after the 
whole was over, came to the Mis- 
sionary, and requested that the 
King of England might be inform. 
ed of it. The conversion of this 
man is so glorious an event, that 
it rewards us more than a thous- 
and-fold for all the toils which we 
have had in translating and pub- 
lishing the Scriptures in Cingalese. 


Awakening of another Budduhist 
Priest. 


Mr. Clough adds— 


But the good effects of distribu- 
ting the Scriptures do not rest for 
proof on a solitary case. I could 
multiply instances that have come 
under my own observation; and I 
am thankful to say that my collea- 
gues and coadjutors are witnessing 
the same. I will refer to another 
case, equally if not more striking 
than the former; for, in this in- 
stance, the word of God, and that 
alone, led to the change. Abouta 
month ago,a very interesting Priest 
was introduced to me: we were per- 
fect strangers to each other, and 
this brought an apology for his 
abruptness in calling on me. I first 
made inquiry respecting his resi- 
dence &c. and found that he came 
from a place about 60 miles from 
Colombo, quite away from all Mis- 
sionary Stations. His errand to 
Colombo was, he told me, to per- 
form, by special request and invi- 
tation from the inhabitants, a cere- 
mony which is called “ Wasalakiri- 
ma;” which is one of great import- 
ance, and requires about 3 months 
to perform it; but, from his manner 
of conversation, I could evidently 
perceive that there was something 
working on his mind which he 
wished to divulge. While incon 
versation, he received a message 
from his entertainers; but he re- 
quested permission to visit me a- 
gain. He came according to ap- 


you to hear the whole disclosure of 

this interesting character, I will 

give you merely the substance of 
it. Some years ago, he met with 

a copy of the New Testament in 

Cingalese; and, knowing it to be 

some part of the Christian’s Sacred 

Books, and the style of it such 

as he greatly relished, curiosity 

prompted him to take it with him 

to his temple, for the purpose of 
giving it a careful private reading; 

the perusal of this book so filled 

his mind with light, that he soon 

discovered the glorious superiority 
of the Christian System over his 
own: the more he read, the more 
he became convinced of its truth, 
and alarmed at his own situation. 
But, in this state of mind, he had 
no one to fly to for direction, being 
remote from all Missionary Sta- 
tions; no Philip was sent to this 
Ethiopian; he was afraid to quit 
his temple in search of instruction; 
lest, being discovered, he should 
thereby bring upon himself perse- 
cution, with the loss of all worldly 
good. He continued in this con- 
flicting state of mind for several 
years: when at length, he received 
the invitation to Colombo, to per- 
form the ceremony already men- 
tioned; which he immediately ac- 
cepted, with the hope that his jour- 
ney would bring him in the way of 
some Christian Teacher. When 
he had arrived within two miles of 
Colombo, one of our Schoolmasters 
met him on the road, and put a slip 
of paper into his hand: we print 
such slips of paper, containing a 
passage of Scripture, or some short 
sentence or paragraph, that, when 
our pious natives go along the road, 
they may give them to travellers, 
but chiefly to those who are on 
their way to “poojava”’ (worship) 
at the temple. The one put into 
the hands of this Priest was entit- 
led “News from Heaven;” and the 
passage under it, God so loved the 








pointment: and, as it would tire 


world, thet He gave His only-begot- 

















ten Son, tc. On reading this, his 
heart began to beat, and he asked 
the Schoolmaster who published it; 
the Schoolmaster replied, “The 
Minister, Mr. Clough.” The Priest 
asked to be directed to me. Hence 
our first interview, as above men- 
tioned. In short you will rejoice 
to hear that he has already thrown 
off his robes, having publicly re- 
nounced the priesthood: the three 
month’s ceremony which he came 
to perform is abandoned; and this 
intelligent man is now a candidate 
for Christian Baptism! Heis, lam 
happy to say, under the instruction 
of my esteemed friend and coadju- 
tor in the Translating Room, Mr. 
Chater, the Baptist Missionary; 
and I doubt not but he will do well, 
and prove a valuable auxiliary to 
us in our important labours. 


LETTER FROM PARIS. 


Extract of a letter from an American 
gentleman in Europe, to the Rev. Mr. 
Arbuckle, of Blooming Grove, dated 
Paris, March 1, 1827, 

With respect to the state of re- 
ligion in France, it presents a very 
different aspect from that of our 
own country: at least to aman from 
Blooming Grove. In Paris, when 
he sees the billiard rooms in every 
street frequented with gamblers, 
the theatres and ball-rooms crowd- 
ed upon the evenings of the Sab- 
bath, the shops open and streets 
full of carts and carmen upon the 
first, almost as much as any other 
day of the week; when, not only by 
twilight, but frequently at noon- 
day, he meets with her whose ways 
are the waysof death, he will con- 
clude that the practices of the Po- 
pish subjects differ as widely from 
that of the Protestants as their ar- 
ticles of faith. Out of thirty mil- 
lions, the whole population of 
France, there is but half a million 
of Protestants. Their proportion 
to the Catholics is only as one to 
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(with the exception of a few Jews) 
being Catholics; at least baptized 
into the Catholic church. Of 
these, the greater part, in regard 
to religion, follow the path of their 
forefathers, without thinking for 
themselves whither that path may 
lead them. They have little reli- 
gion at any rate; seldom go to 
church, seldom think of death and 
eternity; and when they do, the 
first maxim which presents itself, 
seems to be, Let us eat and drink, 
Jor to-morrow we die: and they 
plainly manifest by their conduct, 
that they esteem pleasure as their 
chief good. 

Others more accustomed to read- 
ing and thinking, do not all follow 
the footsteps of their fathers, nor 
take for granted every ifse dizit of 
the Pope. A French teacher with 
whom I studied a few weeks, when 
I first came to Paris, told me that 
although he believed his religion 
the purest in the world, yet he 
thought several of its doctrines 
were incorrect, and not founded in 
Scripture. A young lady told me 
she thought several of their doc- 
trines absolutely absurd:—that the 
Protestant religion appeared to her 
| more rational, and the government 

of our church more agreeable to 
the spirit of the New Testament; 
and she gave me a pamphlet con- 
taining a satirical account of the 
Jesuits, and their doctrines. Thus 
many, more or less, disapprove of 
their religion, though interest pre- 
vents them from acknowledging it 
to their friends. Others, however, 
even of those well educated, among 
whom perhaps we may include the 
king and royal family, give impli- 
cit faith to all the doctrines ot their 





| church, in their fullest extent. I 
‘boarded several weeks with a 
| French Catholic, the Principal of 
'an Academy, and bachelor of let- 
ters. The various little observan- 
‘ces in his family frequently remind- 





sixty;—all the remaining part 
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ed me of what I had read in Moshe- 
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im’s ecclesiastical history, concern- 
ing the numerous ceremonies in- 
troduced into the church during 
the extensive influence of the Pope 
in pastcenturies. Even while ask- 
ing a blessing at table, they form 
the cross, putting a finger on the 
forehead and thrice upon the 
breast: saying at the same time, 
“Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, 
Amen.” 

A lad of about twelve years once 
observed that he wondered so pious 
a man as he took me to be, should 
eat meat on Friday, thus weekly 
committing, as he thought, a great 
sin. In their church, when they 
receive what they believe to be the 
real body of Christ, they are not 
allowed to touch it with their 
hands, but the priest lays it upon 
their tongues, that they may swal- 
low it wholly at once. Thus they 
believe they are actually receiving 
God! that the Pope has the supreme 
power on earth, and can pardon 
theirsins. But there is yet another 
class in France, and very numer- 
ous, who reject both the true and 
false doctrines of their religion. 
The writings of Voltaire, which 
are to be found in every bookshop, 
and very cheap, have had a cor- 
rupting influence on the minds of 
those who are accustomed to read 
them. 


2 - 


DOMESTIC. 


MARYLAND CONVENTION. 

The Convention of the Diocess 
of Maryland, was held at Chester- 
town, the 13th ult. There were 
present sixty members, clerical 
and lay. 

The kind reception and hospita- 
ble treatment of the members of 
this Convention, by the inhabitants 
of Chestertown, will be long and 
warmly remembered. 

We shall wait for the publica- 








tion of the journal, for an official 
statement of the proceedings. 

We were highly gratified that 
the Rector of the Parish, the Rev. 
Dr. Clowes, had the Church open- 
ed twice on every day of the sit- 
ting of the Convention, for preach- 
ing; and we earnestly pray that a 
permanent blessing may reward 
the unwearied attention of the 
congregations. 

The Convention chose the fol- 
lowing Standing Committee: 

Western Shore.—The Rev. John 
Johns, Rev. Dr. Wyatt, Rev. J. P. 
K. Henshaw, Rev. William Haw- 
ley. 

Eastern Shore-——The Rev. Thos. 
Bayne, Rev. Dr. Clowes, Rev. 
Jonathan Judd. 

We were happy to learn, that on 
the Sunday following the Conven- 
tion, a collection was taken up, in 
Chestertown, for the benefit of the 
widows and orphans of deceased 
Clergymen, amounting to $107.— 
The sermon was preached by the 
Rev. Mr. Tyng. 


On Wednesday, 23d of May, the 
Church of St. Stephens, at Culpep- 
per C. H., was consecrated, and 
the Rev. G..A. Smith, admitted to 
Priest’s Orders. Sermon by the 
Rev. J. E. Jackson. An address 
was also delivered by the Bishop. 


THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY OF VIR- 
GINIA. 

The Committee appointed by 
the Board of Trustees of the The- 
ological Seminary of Virginia, at 
their recent meeting in Fredericks- 
burg, for the purpose of locating 
the Institution in the vicinity of 
Alexandria, and within the State 
of Virginia, and of erecting suita- 
ble buildings for the accommoda- 
tion of the Professors and Students, 
met in Alexandria on the 20th 
ult. After spending some days in 








visiting those parts of the sur- 
rounding country, which present- 
ed eligible situations for the loca- 
tion of the Seminary; they selected 
for the site of the buildings, and 
purchased, the property of Mr. 
Jonah Thompson, about two and a 
half miles from Alexandria. The 
spot on which the Committee have 
decided to erect the Seminary 
House, is a perfectly healthy and 
a very elevated one, commanding 
a most extensive and splendid 
prospect of the District of Colum- 
bia, and surrounding country of 
Virginia and Maryland, and em- 
bracing a fine view of the Capitol, 
the heights of Georgetown, Alex- 
andria, and the Potomac. Propo- 
sals have already been issued for 
the immediate erection of a three- 
story brick building for the ac- 
commodation of the Students, and 
which will be ready for their re- 
ception at the opening of the ses- 
sionin October. The other build- 
ings necessary to complete the de- 
signs contemplated by the Board, 
will, we understand, be erected as 
soon as the means in their power 
will authorize the expenditure.— 
We are highly gratified to learn, 
that the subscriptions obtained 
from about a dozen individuals 
only, amount to nearly three thou- 
sand dollars. We hope we shall 
not be disappointed in considering 
such commendable liberality, as 
the augury of complete success in 
raising the funds requisite for 
placing on a permanent footing 
this important Institution. 

It is designed, we understand, 
by the friends of the Education 
Society, toemploy a suitable teach- 
er, to reside at the Seminary, to 
take charge of its beneficiaries who 
may be preparing for a theologi- 
cal course. This, we hope, will 
form the nucleus of an establish- 
ment very much wanted, in which 
the sons of gentlemen in the Dis- 
trict can be educated for the dif- 
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ferent collegiate institutions of our 
country. 


We are rejoiced to hear from a 
correspondent in Tennessee, that 
the Church is beginning to be es- 
tablished in that State. We wish 
them most abundant success; and 
shall be highly gratified to receive 
frequent intelligence with regard to 
their situation and prospects. 

To the Editor of the Repertory. 


NasuviL_E, April 16, 1827. 

Sir: Enclosed you have five dol- 
lars, which will pay the balance 
due from me on the seventh and 
eighth volumes of the Repertory, 
and two dollars towards the ninth 
volume. 

The prospects of the Episcopal 
Church, in this Western Country, 
are now brightening. Until with- 
in the last two years, she was en- 
tirely unknown in Tennessee.— 
Long had. the pious emigrant of 
our Evangelical Church been de- 
prived of the happy, the cheering 
privilege, of uniting in the delight- 
ful and heavenly service of that 
Church, to which, for her purity 
of doctrine, and consistency of 
worship, they had in early life be- 
come attached. About fifteen 
months since, the first Clergyman 
of our Church settled in this State. 
We have now two ordained Cler- 
gymen, and one licensed Lay-read- 
er, labouring among us. Two 
Churches have been organized; 
and it is expected that this number 
will soon be increased. 

Of late, we have been much en- 
couraged by the progress of the 
Ohio Seminary. It is the princi- 
pal source from which the wants 
of our Church, west of the moun- 
tains, can be supplied; for experi- 
ence has taught us, that Clergy- 
men raised in the Eastern States 
will not come over the mountains 
to settle. 

We feel thankful to every one of 
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our brethren in the East, who 
have, through Bishop Chase, con- 
tributed to the establishment of | 
Kenyon College and Seminary.— | 
Our prayers are for the successful | 
progress of this Seminary. ! 

Every dollar that is contributed 
in the East, goes towards rejoicing » 
the hearts and cheering the pros- ' 
pects of destitute and dispersed 
members of the flock, west of the 
mountains. 

On the 22d day of March last, 
a Society was established in Nash- | 
ville, auxiliary to the American 
Tract Society; at which time, the 
following gentlemen were elected | 
a Board of Managers: 

Rev. Philip Lindsley, D. D. Pre- | 
sident. 

Rev. Robert Payne, Rev. Wm. | 
Hume, Rev. Philip S. Fall, Vice- | 
Presidents. 

Managers—Rev. James W. Al- || 
len, Messrs. Edward Ward, Alvah |: 





sion opened to the right and left, 
and the Bishop and Clergy passed 
to the platform, reading in alter- 
nate verses, the 24th psalm: “The 
earth is the Lord’s, and all therein 


'| is; the compass of the World, and 


they that dwell therein,” &c. 

As soon as the Marshals had ar- 
ranged the assembly and command- 
ed order, the services commenced 
by the singing of the 100th psalm 
to the tune of “Old Hundred.”— 
A Prayer was then offered by the 
Bishop, and was succeeded by a 
very appropriate and impressive 
Address by the same, which the 
polite attention of a friend enables 
us to present here: 


THE PRAYER. 


Almighty and most merciful God, of 
whose only gift it cometh, that thy faith- 
ful people do unto thee true and accept- 
able service; to the dictates of whose 
spirit we are indebted for every good 
thought, word and work, and without the 


Guion, Moses Norvell, Jacob Mc- |: enlightening influences of whose grace, 
Gavock, N. A. McNairy, and R. |; we should have been strangers to the 
P. Hayse. | commonwealth of Israel, living without 


Rev. Alfred A. Sowers, Secre- 
tary. 

Mr. Samuel B. Snowden, Trea- 
surer. 


INTERESTING CEREMONIAL. 

The Corner-Stone of Cunrist 
Cuurcn, was laid on Wednesday 
(20th June,) agreeably to notice. 
The procession was organized by 


Gites B. Cooks. Esq. and Capt. | 
C. W. Sxinver, the Marshals of : 


theday, and moved from the Court- 
House, in the order detailed in our 
paper of Tuesday last, through 
Main, Catharine and Freemason 
streets, to the corner of Cumber- 
land street, the site of the new edi- 
fice. The venerable Bisnop Moorr 
was received by the procession, 
halting for the purpose, at the re- 
sidence of John Southgate, Esq. 
On arriving at the spot where the 
Church is to be built, the proces- 


hope and without God in the world;— 
| look down from Heaven in mercy, we: 
i beseech thee, upon us, thy unworthy 
| creatures, now assembled in thy pre- 
| sence; inspire our minds with gratitude 
to thee for all thy favours, and may the 
overwhelming sense of thy loving kind- 
ness, constrain us to love thee, with all 
the united energies of our souls. 

Father, we confess, that we have sin- 
ned against Heaven, and in thy sight; we 
‘| acknowledge that our conduct towards 
'| thee has been marked with the greatest 
ingratitude, and that it is of thy mercy 
and goodness, most gracious God, that 
| we have not been consumed. We con- 

fess that we are the monuments of thy 
| benignity and forbearance—the living 
_evidences of thy compassion and thy 
| love. We thank thee, Heavenly Father, 
that thou hast opened a fountain for sin 
and uncleanness, in which we may wash 
and be thoroughly cleansed from all our 
transgressions; oh wash us from our de- 
filements in that fountain—the fountain 
of redeeming love. May our past sins 
not only be effaced from thy remem- 
brance, but may the unhallowed tempers 
by which we haye so often been led a: 


























stray, be so effectually subdued by thy 
grace, that thy holy law may prove the 
rule of our life,the joy and rejoicing of 
our hearts. 

May the solemn and interesting event, 
gracious God, which has brought us to- 
gether at this time, receive thy divine 
blessing; may the corner stone of the sa- 
cred Edifice which it is the desire of our 
hearts to raise on this ground, be laid in 
the name of the Lord Jesus Ci-rist, and 
may every stone in the contemplated 
building, blessed Jesus, be cemented 
with thy precious and atoning blood. 
Let no event, Heavenly Father, occur in 
the progress of the work to distress our 
hearts—bless every labourer with health 
and strength to perform his duty—-may 
peace and good will pervade every bo- 
som, and as the foundation will be laid in 
the name of Jesus, may the top-stone 
thereof be brought forth in due time, 
with shoutings, crying “Grace, Grace 
unto it.” 

We entreat thee, heavenly Father, to 
bless all the inhabitants of this Borough. 
Pour upon the different Pastors and the 
people of their charge, a spirit of grace 
and supplication—-may they live in love 
and peace that the God of love and peace 
may be with them. 

In particular, we commend to thy care 
and heavenly benediction, thy servant 
and his flock who hope to worship in this 
place—increase in them, most gracious 
God, true religion; feed them in the pas- 
tures of thy grace, and may their souls be 
refreshed with the still waters of thy 
spirit. Give us all grace, we beseech 
thee, to prepare for eternity, and at last 
receive us, most merciful God, with 
“Well done, good and faithful servants, 
enter ye into the joy of thy Lord.” Our 
Father who art in Heaven, &c. &c. 


ADDRESS, 


Delivered on the occasion of the laying the 
Corner Stone of Christ Church, 
June 20, 1827. 


By Bisporp Moore. 


It is in the name of the Lord 
Jesus Christ, my beloved Brethren, 
that the Corner Stone of the build- 
ing which we hope to see erected 
on this ground, will be laid. It is 
to the honour of the holy name of 
our Lord and his Christ, that we 
wish the superstructure to be rais- 
ed; and it is to the preaching of the 


1827. INTERESTING CEREMONIAL. 








look forward with the greatest sa- 
tisfaction and delight. 

An event possessing a character 
so important, as the erection of a 
house to the glory of God, is sel- 
dom permitted to pass by, without 
some expression of the dependence 
of man onthe Almighty, and with- 
out sincere supplication for his 
blessing on the work; for “excefit 
the Lord build the house, their labour 
is but lost who build it; except the 


| Lord keep the City, the watchman 


waketh but in vain.” 

To know that the Church to 
which we belong is built upon the 
ioundation of the Apostles and 
Prophets, Jesus Christ himself be- 
ing the chief corner stone; to know 
that the doctrines inculcated in our 
Articles and Liturgy, are in per- 
fect unison with the Divine Word, 
gives rise to impressions of the 


/most satisfactory nature; and in- 


spires the mind with confidence in 
the mercy, the protection and the 
support of Heaven. 

The Articles declare, that we all 
feel the effects of Adam’s trans- 
gression, in the alienation of our 
affections from God, and our op- 
position to his holy laws. They 
also specify, that Christ Jesus, by 
his death on the cross, made a full, 
perfect, and sufficient sacrifice for 
the sins of the whole world. To 
give the Saviour a proper elevation 
in our minds, and to prevent us 
from relying on our own holiness 
as the procuring cause of our sal- 
vation, the Articles declare that 
“we are accounted righteous before 
God, only for the merit of our Lord 
and Saviour Jesus Christ by faith, 
and not for ourown works and de- 
servings.’ —These truths, consti- 
tuting as they do the leading fea- 
tures of the Christian Religion, it 
is the duty of those who minister 
in sacred things faithfully to pro- 
claim; and it will be in proportion 
to the fidelity with which the duty 
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Gospel within its walls, that we 
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is discharged, that the blessing of 
God will rest upon our labours. 
St. Paul, animated with the spirit 
of his mission declared, “God for- 
bid that I should glory, save in the 
cross of our Lord Jesus Christ.” 
“IT am determined to know nothing 
among you, save Jesus Christ and 
him crucified” —and St. Peter, ani- 
mated with the same spirit, said, 
“unto you who believe, Christ is, 
precious.” Yes, Brethren, sustain- 
ed by such examples, the Christian 
Minister can preach Christ and him 
crucified to every creature: testify- 
ing to the poor transgressor, that 
“the blood of Jesus cleanseth from 
all sin,” and that his arms are open 
for the reception of every true 
penitent. To assist us in the dis- 
charge of duties so benevolent, we 
have the promise of God to en- 
courage us: “Lo, I am with you 
always, even to the end of the 
world.” “Be faithful unto death, 
and thou shalt receive a crown of 
life.” 

With tidings so encouraging, 
we can approach the sick bed of a 
fellow-mortal, and lead him for sal- 
vation to an all-sufficient Saviour; 
and when his conscience accuses 
him of disobedience to the divine 
law, when we hear him crying out 
in agony of spirit, “What shall I 
do to be saved?” we can lead him 
to Calvary, and proclaim to him 
that “Christ is the end of the law 
for righteousness, to every soul 
that believeth.” ‘Believe on the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt 
be saved,” 

In addition to those truths, em- 
bracing in them the pardon and 
justification of the sinner, through 
the atonement of Christ Jesus, the 
Christian teacher will inculcate the 
necessity of love and unity among 
his fellow-creatures. He will pro- 
claim “peace on earth and good 
will to man.” He will exhibit to 
the view of the human family, the 
love of the Saviour to a guilty 














world: and entreat them to imitate 
the example of the Redeemer, and 
to live in peace and amity. “Be- 
loved,” he will say, “If God so 
loved us, we ought also tolove one 
another.”—*By this shall all men 
know that ye are my disciples, if 
ye love one another.” 

Thus inculcating a system of 
love to God and man, the blessing 
of Heaven will descend in rich pro- 
fusion on his labours. By pursu- 
ing such a course, he will see the 
sinner whose unkind temper not 
only marred his own peace, but the 
peace of all connected with him, 
subdued to the obedience of Christ. 
“The wilderness and the solitary 
place, ‘under his fostering hand’ 
will be glad;” The desert will 
rejoice and blossom as the rose.” 
The sorrows and distresses inci- 
dent to human life will be mitigat- 
ed, and when he has finished his 
earthly course, he and his people 
will ascend to a better world, and 
partake of that rest prepared for 
the people of God; and sit down 
with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob in 
the kingdom of heaven. 

Such, I trust, my beloved bre- 
thren, will form the doctrines in- 
culcated within those walls, which 
are to be erected on this sacred 
ground. No inflammatory, dis- 
uniting sentiments will, Iam _ con- 
fident, be here proclaimed. The 
mild and peaceful religion of Jesus 
will be here enforced; and men will 
be taught to live in love and peace, 
that the God of love and peace 
may be with them; which may 
God grant, for Jesus Christ’s sake. 
Amen, Amen. 


The Tin Box to be deposited in 
the Corner Stone, and the Plates, 
were then delivered to the Rector 
of the Church, by the Hon. TxHo’s 
Newton, the bearer of them in the 
procession; and an account given 
to the company of the articles de- 
posited therein. We have copied 


















this account from. the manuscript 
used by the Rector and afterwards 
put into the Stone. It is in these 


words: 

“We deposite in this Stone, the Holy 
Bible, in token of our recognition of that 
as the only standard of our faith; 

A copy of the Book of Common Pray- 
er, in token of our conformity to the wor- 
ship of the Protestant Episcopal Church, 
and of our admiration of the evangeli- 
cal and spiritual character of her ritual; 

An account of the succession of the 
American Bishops, and the dates and 
places of their consecrations; with a list 
of the Episcopal Clergy of the several 
dioceses in the U. S. in testimony of the 
apostolic ministry of this church; 

Acopy of the Constitution and Canons 
of the Protestant Episcopal Church in 
the U. S. and in the divcess of Virginia— 
in token of our reverence for her author- 
ity and laws. 

In token of our approval of, and con- 
currence in, the great plans of christian 
benevolence and enterprise which mark 
and honour the age, we also deposite: 

The first annual Report of the Ameri- 
can Tract Society. 

The address of the Executive Com- 
mittee of the same. 

Last Report of the American Bible So- 
ciety. 

Anniversary Proceedings of the same 
in 1827; 

Last Report of the American Coloniza- 
tion Society; 

The proceedings of the Domestic and 
Foreign Missionary Society of the Pro- 
testant Episcopal Church in the U.S. 
from 1825 to 1826; 

The proceedings of the Board of 
Trustees of the general Theological Se- 
minary of the Episcopal Church, in 1826; 

The last Report of the Society for the 
education of pious young men for the 
ministry of the Episcopal Church. 

An official circular on the subject of 
forming a general Sunday School Union 
for the Episcopal Church; 

We also deposite, the Journal of the 
General Convention of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church in the U, States, for 
1826; 

The Journal of the Convention of the 
Diocess of Virginia for 1826: 

A copy of Bishop Moorr’s Address to 
the Convention of 1827; 

A manuscript copy of the Biehep’s 
prayer and address on this occasion, in 
his own hand writing; 
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An appeal in behalf of religion and 
learning in Ohio, by the Right Rev. Pur- 


LANDER Cuasek, D. D. Bishop of that dio- — 


cess; with the plan of Kenyon College 
there established.” 

There were also deposited the news- 
papers of the day printed in the Borough, 
the Herald of the 12th of March last, 
containing an account of the burning of 
the old church, a printed copy of the 
Charter of the Borough, and a small tin 
box containing a few coins and medals of 
various metals, 

The copper plate placed over the ca- 
vity of the stone, had upon it the follow- 
ing inscription: 

CHRIST CHURCH, 


Built in 1800. Destroyed by fire, March 
9th, 1827. This building commenced 
and corner stone laid June 20th, 

A. D. 1827, by the Right Rev. 


Ricnarp CHanninG Moorg, D. D- 
Bishop of the Diocess of Virginia, 


The Rev. Henry Writiam Dvucacnet, 
M. D. Rector, 


Robert E. Steed, John Southgate, John 
E. Holt, Richard Taylor, and Stephen 
Wright, Trustees. 


Joun Quincy Anams, being President of 
the United Statos; 


Witi14m B. Gites, Governor of the 
Commonwealth of Virginia; 


And Joun E. Hott, Mayor of the Bo- 
rough of Norfolk. 


Joun Sovracate, Rev. H. W. Ducacuer. 
General Rost. B. Tartor, Rost. FE. 
Steep, Mires Kine, & Thomas 
Wittiamson, the Building 
Committee. 


LEVI SWAIN, Builder. 
LAUS DEO. 


The Bishop, Clergy, Trustees, 
Officers of the Grand Lodge, Wc. 
then proceeded to the spot, where 
the stone was to be placed; and 
every thing being made ready by 
the architect and workmen in at- 
tendance, the box was placed by 
the Rector in the cavity formed 


for its reception, and over it were 


laid the plate taken from the ruins 
of the old church, and the new 
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plate just described; and the stone 
was laid by the Right Rev'd. Bi- 
shop.—The ceremonies used for 
this purpose, were the > repetition of 
the verse from 1 Cor. 3.11. “Other 
foundation can no man lay than that 
is laid, which is Jesus Christ.’? In 
the name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Ghost, Amen; 
and striking the stone three times 
with the common gavel, at the in- 
vocation of the persons of the sa- 
cred Trinity. These words, and 
this ceremony, were repeated by 
the Rector. The Right Worship- 
ful Cuartes A. Grice, deputy 
Grand Master of Masons, for this |, 


district, then proceeded to perform || 


the splendid Masonic ceremonies 
usual on such occasions. 

The whole being finished and 
the grand honours given by the 
Brethren, the Bishop, Clergy, &c. 
returned to the platform. The 
Rector then delivered an eloquent 
and pious address; and the services 
were concluded by the singing of 
the first and last four verses of the 
122d Psalm—“*O ’twas a joyful 
sound to hear,” &c. The assem- 
blage was then dismissed with a 
benediction pronounced by the Bi- 
shop. 

Notwithstanding the large con- 


course of people, the utmost pro- | 
priety of behaviour was observed r 
during these interesting and solemn | 
ceremonies, if we except the occa- | 


sional interruption produced by the 
inconsiderate rudeness of some. 
boys near the platform. 

We were much pleased to learn | 
that the Clergy of all denominations 
in the town were officially invited 
to join the procession and witness 
the ceremonies; and that they were 
generally present. 
of Portsm uth Naval Lodge, No. 
100, were also invited, and readily 
consented to join the Brethr n of 
the WVorfolk Lodges on this inter- 
esting occasion.—[ Herald. 
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DONATIONS TO THE EDUCATION 
SOCIETY. 


The Treasurer of the Education So- 
ciety acknowledges the receipt of the 
following sums, viz: 

From the Female Auxiliary Society of 
Alexandria, to constitute the Rev. Wm. 
Jackson a life member, - $30 00 

From Female Auxiliary Socie- 
ty of Leesburg, Va., to consti- 
tute the Rev. Charles H. Page, of 
Amherst, Va. a life member, by 
Rev. Mr. Lippitt, : 

From Female Benevolent So- 
ciety of Christ’s Church, Wash- 
ington, to constitute the Rt. Rev. 
Bishop Chase a patron, : 

Auxiliary Society of Hanover 
County, Va. by the Rev. John 
' Cooke, - 

Female Auxiliary Society of 
| Orange County, Va. by the Rev. 
George A. Smith, - 

From Ladies of St. Stephen’s 
Church, Russel Parish, Bedford 
County, Va. to constitute Rev. 
Nicholas H. Cobbs a life mem- 
ber, by Rey. Reuel Keith, 35 00 

C. PAGE, Treasurer. 


We have the pleasure of acknowledg- 
ing the receipt of the following contri- 
butions in aid of the funds of the Edu- 
_ cation Society: 
| Female Auxiliary Education Soeiety 

of Christ Church, Norfolk, Va. by Rev. 
Dr. Ducachet, $142 25 
| Female Auxiliary Education 


30 00 


100 00 





70 00 


11 00 








The members |! 


Society of Petersburg, Va. by 


| Rev. J Grammer, 38 12 
Female Auxiliary Education 
Society of Albemarle, by Rev. 

F.W. Hatch, 39 00 


Female Auxiliary Education 
| Society of Albemarle, to consti- 

tute Mr. Hatch a member for 
| life, 30 00 
| _ Female Education Society of 
|. the 1st Episcopal Sewing Soci- 
ety of Baltimore, by the Rev. J. 

P. K. Henshaw, 200 06 

This liberal contribution is from the 

| profits of a sale of fancy articles made by 
the Ladies, at the May-day Fair. 


KENYON COLLEGE. 
The corner stone of Kenyon College 
| was laid on the site, six miles from Mount 
_ Vernon, Knox county, Ohio, on the 9th 
| of June, 1827, by Bishop Chase, w with all 








appropriate ceremonies. —[ Western pap. 


